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Tel 01423 504571 Tel 01423 504571 
39 Franklin Road 
Harrogate 

 

Harrogate Strathspey and Reel Club 
Scottish Country Dancing 

 

Every Monday Night 19.30 - 21.30  
The season runs from September to June 

Dance Jigs, Reels and Strathspeys with a fun and 
friendly group! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come and join us, no experience needed 
It costs £3.50 per session, £39 per half year  

or £62 for the full year. 
Sandie Fagan 07824 458725 for more information 

 

  Hubert Swainson 
Funeral Services Ltd 

Private Chapels 
Distinctive personal arrangements by: 

Geoffrey Brewster Dip FD 
Tim Canavar  

 

St John’s Church Hall and St Luke’s Church 
can be hired for single occasions or for regular events. 

Contact the Church Office for more information. 
See page 19 for contact details 

Interested in 
advertising here? 

 
Our magazine reaches 

300 homes 
and is also 

on our  
Parish Website 

www.stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 
 

Contact the Church Office 
565129 

or 
Church@StJohnsandStLukes.org.uk 

for more details 

 
 
 
 
 

30 King Edwards Drive, Harrogate, HG1 4HL. 
Telephone: 01423 538445 

Opening Times: 7.30am - 5.30pm  
Monday - Saturday 

Supporting the local community 

Tel 01423 504571 
39 Franklin Road 
Harrogate 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

November 
2019 

50 pence 



2 

 

 

Contents 
Clergy Letter        3 
Introducing our New Curate     5 
Guiding Congratulations      5 
Dick Whittington Update      6 
Thirst         7 
Kidz Klub         8 
November Coffee Morning      9 
Eco-tips        10 
Roots & Fruits, St John’s Playgroup   10 
Harvest Celebrations in Creationtide   11 
Christingle, December Coffee Morning  12 
October Coffee Morning Success   12 
Tearfund Rubbish Campaign    12 
Christmas Shopping and Fizz Night   13 
Music and Mirth       13 
Traidcraft        13 
Bright Sparks Support Bilton Hogspital   13 
People        15 
Novmebers Calendar     16 
Looking Ahead       18 
Who’s Who       19 

19 

 

Parish Office Phone No: 01423 565129 
Parish Office email: church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 
For parish information including services and events  
visit Parish Website: www.stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/3176/ 
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/3216/ 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/stjohnsstlukes  
www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnsandstlukes.harrogate/ 

 

The Ministry Team 

 
 
 

 
 

Churchwardens 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Editorial Team 
 

Treasurer: Rita Nuttall 07901 523206  
Secretary: Jenny Rennison 

Collation: Katie Burke 569563 and team 
Editors: Jean Burton 569907 Liz Hickling  

 
Magazine email: SJSLfocus@gmail.com    

ST JOHN’S AND ST LUKE’S 
TOGETHER WHO’S WHO 

Rev Simon Dowson—Team Rector 
Tel 01423 431513 
simon.dowson@leeds.anglican.org 

Rev Andrew Patrick—Team Vicar 
Tel 01423 562128 
andrew.patrick@leeds.anglican.org 

Rev Ruth Donegan-Cross—Curate  
Tel 07588 813343 
ruth.donegan-cross@leeds.anglican.org 

St John’s 
 

Mr Nigel Thompson 
janeandnige1962@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Mrs Jane Reichert 
janereichert@hotmail.com 

St Luke’s 

 

Mrs Pat Fenton 
pafenton10@gmail.com 
 

 
Mr Pete Fenton 
goggledpete@gmail.com 

mailto:church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
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LOOKING AHEAD - Christmastide  
Saturday 7

th

  December 11am-1pm Christmas Fair (SL) 

Saturday 14
th

 December 10.00am Coffee Morning and Christingle  

      Making in SJ Church Hall 

Sunday 15
th

 December 4.30pm Christingle Service (SJ) 

    4.30pm Christingle Service (SL) 

    6.00pm Christingle Service (SJ) 

Saturday 21
st

 December 7.00pm Carol-Oke (details to follow) 

Sunday 22
nd

 December 10.30am Nativity (SL) 

    6.00pm Carol Service (SJ) 

Monday 23
rd

 December 6.00pm Blue Christmas Service (SJ) 

Tuesday 24
th

 December 4.30pm Nativity (SJ) 

    4.30pm Carol Service (SL) 

    11.30pm Midnight Service (SJ) 

Wednesday 25
th

 December  No 8.00am Service 

    10.00am All Age Communion (SJ) 

    10.30am All Age Communion (SL) 

Sunday 29
th

 December 10.00am Joint All Age Communion (SJ) 

DECEMBER 

Sunday 1
st

  8.00am Holy Communion in East End (SJ) 

 9.30am Parade and Toy Service (SJ) 

 10.30am Parade Service (SL)  

 11.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 6.00pm Advent Carol Service (SJ) 

 6-7.30pm Junior Ignite (Youth Group) (SL) 

 7-8.30pm Ignite (Youth Group) (SL) 

Monday 2
nd

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 4.30pm Richard Taylor School Advent  

  Service (SJ) 

Tuesday 3
rd

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Wednesday 4
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park  

  Community Centre 

Thursday 5
th 

9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ)  

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parents & Toddlers) (SL) 

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Evening Surgery (SJ Church office) 

Friday 6
th

  6.30-7.45pm Choir Practice (SJ) 

Looking Further Ahead to 2020 
Saturday 11

th 

January 10.00am CMS Coffee Morning (SJ Hall) 

Saturday 25
th

 January 3-5.00pm Songs of Praise (SJ Hall) 

Saturday 8th February 10-12noon  Coffee Morning (SJ Hall) 
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Clergy Letter 

Dear all, 
  
November is a season of remembrance. All Saints’ Day, All Souls’ Day, 
Bonfire Night (‘Remember, Remember…’), Remembrance Sunday, and 
Remembrance Day – all opportunities for us to look back, to bring to mind, 
and remember. 
  
It is an opportunity to learn from the past, to reflect on the way we live, to 
make amends, and to forgive. 
  
At this time of year, I like to recall the story of Coventry Cathedral. 
  
During the Second World War, on 14th 

November 1940, Coventry was heavily 
bombed by the Nazis. Much of the town 
was a pile of rubble, including the 
cathedral. Yet the following morning the 
decision was taken to rebuild the cathedral 
– a powerful sign of faith and of hope for 
the future. 
  
Shortly after the destruction, the cathedral stonemason, Jock Forbes, 
noticed that two of the charred medieval roof timbers had fallen in the 
shape of a cross, and he set them up in the ruins. 
  
The next morning, while the rubble was still smouldering, the leader of the 
cathedral, Richard Howard, took a piece of chalk and wrote on the 
sanctuary walls – “Father, Forgive.” 
  
Today, the ruins remain standing next to the modern cathedral and the 
cross is a reminder of the importance of forgiveness and of reconciliation. 
  
Forgiveness reminds us that there is hope for us all and for the broken 
world in which we live. 
  
When Jesus was on the cross, in the place of a criminal for crimes he didn’t 
commit – the ultimate injustice and the most intense place of suffering – he 
prayed for those responsible. “Father forgive them, they know not what 
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they are doing”. Jesus called us to love our enemies, and to bless those who 
persecute us. His is an upside-down kingdom, one in which love is the most 
powerful weapon. 
Coventry Cathedral made a bold move to break the cycle of vengeance. 
  
The 1940 Christmas Day service was broadcast on BBC radio from amongst 
the ruins of the cathedral where the Cathedral leader Richard Howard 
vowed that, when the war was over, the cathedral would work with the 
people who were previously their enemies “to build a kinder, more Christ-
like world.” 
  
After the war ended, the cathedral donated a 'Cross of Nails' to the Kaiser 
Wilhelm Memorial Church in Berlin, which was also destroyed in the war. 
Today there are 160 Cross of Nails Centres across the globe, each one 
owning a cross made from three nails from Coventry Cathedral, symbolizing 
the road to reconciliation. Every weekday at noon in the new cathedral (and 
in the ruins on Friday), the Coventry Litany of Reconciliation is prayed. This 
is a prayer that is louder than any of the sounds of war: 
  
All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 
The hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, class from 
class… Father Forgive. 
The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not their 
own… Father Forgive. 
The greed which exploits the work of human hands and lays waste the 
earth… Father Forgive. 
Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others… Father Forgive. 
Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the refugee… 
Father Forgive. 
The lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women and children… Father 
Forgive. 
The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God… Father 
Forgive. 
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ forgave you. 
  
May we take the opportunity to remember in this season, and may we take 
the opportunity to forgive… and remember that we are forgiven. 
With love,    Andy 

17 

 
Thursday 14

th

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parents & Toddlers) (SL) 

Continued

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Evening Surgery in Church Office (SJ) 

Friday 15
th

  6.30-7.45pm Choir Practice (SJ) 

Sunday 17
th

 8.00am Holy Communion in East End (SJ) 

 10.00am Morning Worship (SJ) 

 10.30am All Age Communion (SL)  

 4.00pm Café Church (SL) 

 6-7.30pm Junior Ignite (Youth Group) (SL) 

 7-8.30pm Ignite (Youth Group) (SL) 

Monday 18
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ)  

Tuesday 19
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 7.30pm Finance & Buildings Committee (SJ) 

Wednesday 20
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park   

  Community Centre 

 12.00pm Thirst Table at Dene Park   

  Community Centre 

Thursday 21
st

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parents & Toddlers) (SL) 

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Evening Surgery in Church Office (SJ) 

Friday 22
nd

  6.30-7.45pm Choir Practice (SJ) 

Saturday 23
rd

 8.00am Men’s Group Breakfast (SL) 

Sunday 24
th

 8.00am Holy Communion in East End (SJ) 

 10.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Morning Worship (SL) 

 6.00pm Friendly Football at Rossett Sport  

  Centre 

Monday 25
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Tuesday 26
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10-11.30am JAM in Church followed by coffee in  

  East End (SJ) 

Wednesday 27
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park   

  Community Centre 

Thursday 28
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parents & Toddlers) (SL) 

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 NO EVENING SURGERY 

 7-9.00pm Richard Taylor School Christmas  

  Fair (SJ) 

Friday 29
th

  7-7.30pm Open Choir Practice (SJ) 

Saturday 30
th

  3pm Wesley Singers Concert (SJ) 
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NOVEMBER'S CALENDAR         

Sunday 3
rd

 8.00am Holy Communion in East End (SJ) 

 9.30am Parade Service (SJ) 

 10.30am All Age Morning Worship (SL) 

 11.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 4.00pm A Service to Remember and Give 

  Thanks (SJ) 

 6-7.30pm Junior Ignite (Youth Group) (SL) 

 7-8.30pm Ignite (Youth Group) (SL) 

Monday 4
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 7.30pm Baptism Information Session (SJ) 

Tuesday 5
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 7.00pm The Happiness Lab at The Knox 

 7.30pm Panto Rehearsal (SJ)  

Wednesday 6
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park  

  Community Centre 

Thursday 7
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parents & Toddlers) (SL)  

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Evening Surgery (SJ Office) 

Friday 8
th

 6.30-7.45pm Choir Practice (SJ) 

Saturday 9
th

 10.00am-12noon Coffee Morning in Church Hall (SJ) 

 4-6.00pm The Green Team Making Event (SJEE) 

Sunday 10
th

 8.00am Holy Communion in East End (SJ) 

 10.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Parade Service (SL) 

Monday 11
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 2.30pm Healing Prayer Group (18 Hill Top 

  Rise) 

Tuesday 12
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10-11.30am JAM in Church followed by coffee in 

  East End (SJ) 

 7.00pm The Happiness Lab at The Knox 

 7-9.00pm Synod Meeting (SL) 

 7.30pm Finance & Buildings Committee (SJ) 

Wednesday 13
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park  

  Community Centre 

 12.15pm Community Lunch at Bilton  

  Community Centre 

 7.30pm PCC meeting (SJ) 

Thursday 14
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 
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Introducing our new curate, Laura Martin  
(who will be ordained and start working with us at the end of June 2020)  
 

My name is Laura and I am currently in my last year 
of ordination training at St Hild College in Mirfield. I 
am married to Phil, a Graphic Designer, and we have 
two boys (ages 12 and 13) who are at St Aidan’s 
secondary school. After studying Nursing and 
Midwifery at Leeds University, I worked as a midwife 
in Leeds for 7 years. I had a career break after our 
sons were born and have spent the past 6 years 
working as a School Administrator at a local primary 
school. I really enjoy a good book, a walk in the 
countryside and spending time with family and 

friends - preferably in a cosy café! We are all really excited about coming 
to St John’s and St Luke’s and look forward to getting to know everyone 
from the congregation and the wider community. 
 

Congratulations 
 

At our County Awards Celebration in Ripon 
on Saturday 5th October Jill Jackson Barn 
Owl at 4th Bilton Brownies was presented 
with her 20 years’ service award.  Jill was a 
Brownie, Young Leader and Adult Leader 
with 4th Bilton before heading off to 
university in the 1990s. On her return she re-
joined the unit which she now runs. 
 

Well done Jill and thank you for all the time 
and commitment you give to Guiding in 
Bilton and in our County. 
 

Also two very special people, Shirley and Les Anderson celebrated their 
Diamond Wedding on Thursday 10th October. They have been involved in 
Bilton Guiding for many years and we would like to send them our love 
and good wishes. Shirley brought Guiding to many girls and she persuaded 
a number of adults to become leaders including me almost 40 years ago. 
They still like to be kept up to date with present day Guiding.   Chris Smith 
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Dick Whittington Pantomime Update  

 

The team behind the show are delighted to 
report that rehearsals for our latest church 
pantomime, Dick Whittington, are now well 
underway and the production is already shaping 
up to be another sure-fire hit! 
 

Following a fantastic response from the 
congregation auditions took place in September 
and the panel had a very tricky job casting roles 
with such a large group of enthusiastic and 
talented hopefuls to choose from.  Although the 
speaking parts have now been allocated the 
production team are still looking for singers to help off-stage with the 
musical numbers.  If you think you fit the bill then please speak to show 
producer, Ruth Yarborough. 
 

Even if you do not see yourself as a performer there are still plenty of 
backstage roles to get stuck into. People are needed to help with making 
and moving the scenery and with making costumes (you don’t have to be 
an expert with a sewing machine for this!) and there are a number of 'front 
of house' jobs to help with. Please speak to Ruth (costumes/scenery) or 
Helen Mayers (front of house) if you are interested. 
 

Rehearsals for the show are taking place on Tuesday evenings at St John's 
Church with performances scheduled to take place on Thursday 6th and 
Friday 7th February 2020 at 7pm with an additional matinee performance 
at 4pm on Saturday 8th February.  Tickets will shortly be available for 
purchase from Ruth Yarborough or from the church office at the same 
fantastic price as last time - £8 for adults and £5 for under 16s - so make a 
note of the performance dates in your diaries and look out for updates 
between now and then in future editions of Focus! 
 

Contact details for offers of help: 
Ruth - tel: 568688 or email: ruthyarborough@hotmail.co.uk 
Helen - tel: 505742 or email: helen.mayers@btinternet.com  
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PEOPLE 
BAPTISMS / BLESSINGS & 

THANKSGIvINGS 
 

Freddie Joe Scott 

James Bruce Small 

Emily Beatrix Carlton 

Alice Matilda Carlton 

FUNERALS/ MEMORIALS 
We extend our sympathy to the families of those 

who have recently died: 
Pat Reed 

Rhoda Brooks 

  Freda Newbould 

St John’s & St Luke’s 

CHURCH OFFICE OPENING 
HOURS 

MONDAY to WEDNESDAY 9.30am 
to 1.00pm  

THURSDAY CLOSED 

FRIDAY 9.30am to 1.00pm 

TELEPHONE 565129 
(+ Answerphone) 

email -            
church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

  SUNDAY 10th November 

is Copy Date for the 

 December 2019 

edition of Focus. 

Items for inclusion to: 
SJSLfocus@gmail.com 

or leave them in the 
drawer at the back of St 

John’s Church 

 

WEDDINGS 
 

We offer our congratulations to  
Shirley and Les Anderson 
on their Diamond Wedding 

mailto:ruthyarborough@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:helen.mayers@btinternet.com
mailto:church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
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Continuing our Series on our church‘s activities in the community we visit  

Thirst, and Thirst Table 
Many readers will be aware of Thirst, our weekly coffee 
gathering at Dene Park Community Centre (off Woodfield 
Road). It has become a regular-as-clockwork part of the 
church calendar - every Wednesday from 10.30am to 12noon. 
Thirst is for anyone and everyone who wants to come and be 
loved up with lovely refreshments and a good natter. Our 
longest serving helper Coral Wilson has just hung up her 

teatowel. We will miss 
Coral who got to know 
the regulars so well 
that she had their 
favourite beverages 
ready for them before 
they asked for them! 
 

 
When we set up Thirst, we wondered whether it would lead to anything 
else and we are on a new stage in the journey. In addition to Thirst, we 
now have Thirst Table.  Once a month, people are 
invited to a short, informal service after Thirst. We 
eat rolls from Church Avenue bakery accompanied 
by a home-made vegetable soup, and look at an 
artist’s impression of a Bible Passage. Once we 
have tried to work out what on earth is going on 
in the picture, we compare it with the real thing. 
It’s proving to be a good way of looking at the 
Bible as it involves novice Bible readers and experienced old hands side by 
side! And we pray together. It has taken us several weeks to settle on this 
pattern and it has been a joy to see the worship evolve around the needs of 
the worshippers. It feels a bit like an “in progress” but it is OUR work in 
progress, OUR offering to each other and to God. Things don’t need to be 
perfect to be authentic. Our worship is following centuries old patterns on 
one hand (prayer/ eat / Bible/ fellowship) but we are mixing the 
ingredients in a recipe of our own making which is satisfying. We always 
welcome new folk. You don’t need to be religious to have a taste... The 
only qualification is that you want to come!  Karin  
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Kidz Klub. 

Kidz Klub is a Christian-run children's charity operating out of inner-city 
Leeds.  Part of the support for the families is providing hampers each 
Christmas, and as many of the children come from the poorest sector of 
society this is the only way that they would get many of these items.  Last 
year we managed to fill 17 
hampers due to the generosity of 
many people in the parish, which 
is a significant percentage of the 
100 that were distributed last 
year.   We aim to produce 15 
hampers this year, but if you 
have helped in the past and you 
are not able to this time then 
please do not feel at all 
obligated. 
 

Contributions (maybe from a buy one get one free?) would be most 
welcome – there will be boxes at the back of both churches.  Or make 
donations of cash if you prefer, and I'll use this to buy things to even up 
the hampers.  The last date for contributions is Sunday 24th November.  
Instructions are as follows (note no tinned food unlike earlier years): 
 

Include as many of these as possible: Christmas biscuits or chocolate log, 
non-alcoholic mince pies, Christmas pudding or Christmas cake, savoury 
snacks (breadsticks, crackers, nuts, crisps), chocolates or sweets, soft 
drinks, toys, stickers, activity books, Christmas crackers or other Christmas 
decorations. 
  

Please do not include any of the following: Basic food items (rice, pasta, 
tinned food etc.), meat products, alcohol or products containing alcohol, 
out-of-date food or food that will go out-of-date before Jan 2020, 
homemade foods, cakes or sweets [homemade jams and chutneys are 
OK]. 
 

Please do not be disconcerted if you discover that you have accidentally 
bought an item with alcohol in it – as long as I point this out to the 
organisers it will go to a family who won’t mind.  Thank you! 
 

Caroline Wise  C.Wise@leeds.ac.uk      507410       07989 806314  
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St John’s Parish Church 
 

Saturday 30th November 
at 3 pm 

Music & Mirth 
For Advent and Christmas 

with 

 
Programme/Ticket £5 

including refreshments 
Free for under-16s! 

 
Good news!  The Traidcraft stall will reopen selling the same 
range of dry goods and sweets etc as before  

• at St John’s on Sunday 3rd November after both services, and 
then on Sunday 1st December,  

• at St Luke’s on Sundays 10th and 24th November 
 

Thanks to Caroline Randall and her team and to Sarah Shepherd.   
 

Thanks too to Sheina Demain who has maintained our Traidcraft 
connection for so many years, organising and ordering for both 
churches and manning the stall at St John’s, as well as organising 
special Traidcraft evenings. 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING  
AND FIZZ NIGHT 

 
COME ALONG AND BROWSE OUR 
GORGEOUS FESTIVE STALLS AT 

ST JOHN’S CHURCH 
 

THURSDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 

7 to 9 pm 
 

£3 AT THE DOOR 

WHICH INCLUDES A GLASS OF FIZZ 
 

REFRESHMENTS ALSO AVALABLE 
 
 

  
ALL MONEY RAISED 
 

GOES TO 
 

RICHARD  
 

TAYLOR 
  
SCHOOL 

Don’t forget - Bright Sparks will be icing small cakes to sell on 
Sunday 17th  November, in aid of Bilton Hogspital. 

mailto:C.Wise@leeds.ac.uk
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Christingle 
Christingle is a candle-lit, festive 
celebration started in this country by 
Childrens’ Society.  Christingles are made 
from an orange to represent the world 
and a candle is placed in the top of it.  The 
orange is decorated with red tape or 
ribbon, symbolising the love and blood of 

Christ.  Sweets and dried fruit are added to represent all of God’s creation.  
The candle represents Jesus, the light of the world.  
 

Last year, over 6000 Christingle celebrations were held, including at St 
John’s and at St Luke’s and raised nearly £1.3 million.  The generous 
donations that The Children’s Society have received over the past 50 years 
have helped many disadvantaged children and young people.   
 

Right now in this country there are children who feel scared, unloved and 
like they simply don’t matter.  They’re not seen, they’re not understood, 
and they aren’t getting the help they need. In fact, we know that a million 
children and young people in England are living with seven or more 
serious problems in their lives. Without the right help, this can be 
overwhelming and a lonely place to be. 
 

This has to change.  No child should feel alone. 
 

With your help, our services to keep children safe supported more than 
11,000 children and young people last year. 
 

Our parish will be helping this year with a Coffee Morning on Saturday 
14th December at St John’s Church Hall.  Cakes, cards, books, raffle, 
tombola as well as refreshments.  Come for a drink and a chat, and/or 
join us in making Christingles for the Christingle Services. 

*Support Tearfund’s rubbish campaign! 
https://www.tearfund.org/en/about_you/action/rubbish/  

October Coffee Morning Success 
Thanks to everyone who helped us to raise just over £440 to support our 
Mission Partners PAG in Uganda through Tearfund 
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Entrance £1 
INCLUDES 
DRINK AND 

BISCUIT 

SUPPORTING YOUTH 
WORK IN BILTON 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-you-can-do
https://www.tearfund.org/en/about_you/action/rubbish/


10 

 

ECO TIPS - Heating & Energy 
 
 

Warm up with wool 
Using natural material like wood and fabric in your 

home keeps it warmer during winter than hard 
man-made substances. The latter don’t hold 
heat. Go natural whenever you can.  
 

Bleed it out 
If your radiators are warm at the bottom but not 
at the top, particularly at the top of your house, 
you need to bleed air from the system. A small 
radiator key can be bought from any good DIY 
store for this; it will make the system far more 
efficient.  

 

One degree cooler 
Turning your heating down just one degree or two 

could save you 10% on heating bills and reduce 
your carbon footprint.  

Sausage dogs 
To prevent draughts coming in 
through external doors, buy or make a fabric 
wadding-stuffed draught excluder to lie across the 
bottom of the door frame. 
 

* Did you know that Roots and Fruits now stock a wide range of loose dry 
goods, including cereals, nuts, pastas, bird food and more, and invite you 
to bring your own containers?  

Stars of the Month—St John’s Playgroup 

• Changed from plastic to glass bottles of milk 

• Now provide tap water for the children rather than bottled water 

• Drastically reduced their use of paper towels 

• Buy loose fruit for snack time 
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Harvest Celebrations in Creationtide 
 

We celebrated Harvest at both churches in the 
beautiful flower arrangements, with our Harvest 
gifts, and in our worship. 
 

We shared our joy with others by distributing 
Harvest baskets or flowers to those recently 
bereaved or housebound, and by taking nearly 
two carloads of tins and packets to Springboard, 
part of the Harrogate Homeless Project. 
 

Then the following Saturday about 60 of us 
continued our celebrations with the Love Bilton Feast held in St John’s 
Church. 
After we had eaten our fill of the wonderful ‘Faith Supper’,  we heard from 
four people about ways of caring more for the environment: 
 

 Andrew Symonds, helped by pupil Jack, told us about 
Richard Taylor School’s wild-life garden, ‘veg boxes’, 
involving all pupils in planting and nurturing fruit and 
veg, both at school and at home, and plans for all pupils 
to have regular outdoor lessons (more about this next 
month)   

 

 Chris Kitson brought us up-to-date with the progress of the campaign to 
preserve the Nidd Gorge as a green space, and to encourage Harrogate 
Council to introduce measures to reduce pollution as well as congestion 
www.niddgorgeca.org/ 

 

 Ruth, our curate, explained how St John’s has gained the bronze eco-
award from A Rocha  (see October’s magazine).  Now we need to build 
on this beginning; the ‘Green Team’ would 
welcome new members! 

 

 John Rowe  runs ‘Resurrection Bikes’, accepting  
bikes in any condition, and refurbishing them to 
sell at a very reasonable price.  Any profit is given 
to local charities.  Why not have a look if you are 
buying a bike?  www.resurrectionbikes.org.uk/ 


