
St John’s Morning Worship 
April 19, 2020 

 

Greeting 

The Lord be with you and also with you. 

Alleluia.  Christ is risen. He is risen indeed.  
Alleluia. 

Opening Prayer 

Christ yesterday and today, the beginning and the 
end, Alpha and Omega, all time belongs to him, 
and all ages; to him be glory and power, through 
every age and for ever. Amen. 

 

Hymn: Praise my soul, the King of Heaven  

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
To his feet thy tribute bring; 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
Evermore his praises sing: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise the everlasting King. 

Praise him for his grace and favour 
To our fathers in distress; 
Praise him still the same for ever, 
Slow to chide and swift to bless: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Glorious in his faithfulness. 

Father-like, he tends and spares us; 
Well our feeble frame he knows; 
In his hand he gently bears us, 
Rescues us from all our foes. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Widely yet his mercy flows. 

Angels, help us to adore him; 
Ye behold him face to face; 
Sun and moon, bow down before him, 
Dwellers all in time and space. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise with us the God of grace 

 

A time to say sorry 

Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. Let us renew our resolve to have done with 
all that is evil and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

Like Mary at the empty tomb, we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 

Lord, have mercy.   Lord, have mercy. 

Like the disciples behind locked doors, we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 

Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 

Like Thomas in the upper room, we are slow to believe. 

Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, heal and strengthen you 
by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

The Collect  Risen Christ, for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: open the doors of our 
hearts, that we may seek the good of others and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, to the 
praise of God the Father. Amen 

Emma James’ Commissioning 

 

Gospel Reading: John 20: 19-31 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John    Glory to you, O Lord. 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.”  After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.”  When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.” 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.  So 
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark 
of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.” 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”  Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 
doubt but believe.”  Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”  Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.” 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book.  But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sermon 

 

Hymn: In Christ Alone 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied  
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 

There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine  
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

 

The Creed 

Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

And at the end: 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Hymn: Crown him with many crowns 

 
Crown him with many crowns,  
the Lamb upon his throne.  
Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns  
all music but its own.  
Awake, my soul, and sing  
of him who died for thee,  
and hail him as thy matchless King  
through all eternity. 
 
Crown him the Lord of life,  
who triumphed over the grave,  
and rose victorious in the strife  
for those he came to save.  
His glories now we sing,  
who died, and rose on high,  
who died eternal life to bring,  
and lives that death may die. 

 
Crown him the Lord of love,  
behold his hands and side,  
those wounds, yet visible above,  
in beauty glorified.  
No angel in the sky  
can fully bear that sight,  
but downward bends his burning eye  
at mysteries so bright. 
 
Crown him the Lord of years,  
the Potentate of time,  
Creator of the rolling spheres,  
ineffably sublime.  
all hail, Redeemer, hail!  
For thou has died for me;  
thy praise and glory shall not fail  
throughout eternity.

The Peace 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then were they 
glad when they saw the Lord.  Alleluia. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you.  

 

Blessing 

God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, open to you who believe the gates 
of everlasting life. 

God the Son, who in bursting the grave has won a glorious victory, give you joy as you share the 
Easter faith. 

God the Holy Spirit, whom the risen Lord breathed into his disciples, empower you and fill you with 
Christ’s peace. 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain 
with you always. Amen. 


