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1. WELCOME to today’s service! We’re going to worship together, 
listen to the scriptures, and pray. 

 
Arise, shine; for your light has come,  

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

 
Heavenly Father, you have called us to grow in spiritual 

knowledge and depth of insight, to increase our understanding of Jesus 
and to develop a close and intimate relationship with you. We pray 
that, guided by the Spirit, we may come to know you and love you 

more and more each day. Amen. 
 
2. As we begin let’s LIGHT A CANDLE and say… 

 
We light this candle to remind us... 

That God is with us and his light shines on us. 
 

3. We worship God by singing the first HYMN: 
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1. Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee;  

Holy, Holy, Holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

 
2. Holy, Holy, Holy, all the saints adore thee, 

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;  
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 

Who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 

3. Holy, Holy, Holy, though the darkness hide thee,  
Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,  

Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee  
Perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

 
4. Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy Name, in earth and sky and sea;  
Holy, Holy, Holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

 
4. We come before God in CONFESSION and receive God’s forgiveness.  
 

When the Lord comes, 
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 

and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

  
God be gracious to us and bless us, 
and make your face shine upon us: 

Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.  

 
May your ways be known on the earth, 
your saving power among the nations: 
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Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy.  

 
You, Lord, have made known your salvation, 

and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
We are assured of God's forgiveness. 

 
5. Today we’re starting a new series looking at the Letter to the 
Philippians, and our theme this Sunday is Longing for Spiritual Growth. 
We listen to a short OVERVIEW of the letter.  
 
6. We now listen to our BIBLE READING – Philippians 1:1-11 
 
7. We listen as Simon shares the SERMON. 
 
8. We affirm our faith with these words: 
 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 
Though he was divine, 

he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 

he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself 

and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 

Therefore God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim 
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that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
9. It's time to PRAY. Our response today is… 
 

Father, by your Spirit  
bring in your kingdom. 

 
10. We conclude our time of prayer with THE LORD'S PRAYER: 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  
Amen. 

 
11. We're nearly at the end of our service, but before we say goodbye 
for today, let's join in with the second HYMN: 
 

1. Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
 dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid; 

 star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
 guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

 
2. Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining; 

 low lies his head with the beasts of the stall; 
 angels adore him in slumber reclining, 
 Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all. 
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3. Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 
 odours of Edom, and offerings divine, 

 gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 
 myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine? 

 
4. Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 

 vainly with gifts would his favour secure: 
 richer by far is the heart's adoration, 

 dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 
 

12. As we come to THE END of our service today let's blow out the 
candle, saying together... 
 

The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, 
give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

and strengthen you to proclaim the word and works of God; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ,  
Amen. 

 


