
St John and St Luke Together 

A service for Good Friday 
 
Welcome  
Welcome to this livestreamed Good Friday service, in which we have an opportunity to share in simple 
actions as we explore the love of Jesus poured out for us on the cross.  
 
While not essential, you will get more out of these shared actions if you have ready with you the 
following: 

• A bread roll or slice of bread 

• Some glass pebbles (these can be collected from the church if need be – there will be a bucket by the 
main door 

• A picture of a set of scales, or better still a set of old fashioned kitchen scales 

• Wood, hammer and nails 

• An old piece of fabric that can be easily torn 

• An empty cross or picture of one 
 
It is hoped that we will feel like we are going on a journey together, just as Jesus journeyed to the cross, re-
living something of what it must have been like to be a witness to those terrible but wonderful events of 
2000 years ago.  
 
Hymn: There is a Green Hill Far Away 
There is a green hill far away, 
outside a city wall, 
where our dear Lord was crucified 
who died to save us all. 
 
We may not know, we cannot tell, 
what pains he had to bear, 
but we believe it was for us 
he hung and suffered there. 
 
He died that we might be forgiven, 
he died to make us good, 
that we might go at last to heaven, 
saved by his precious blood. 
 
There was no other good enough 
to pay the price of sin, 
he only could unlock the gate 
of heaven and let us in. 
 
O dearly, dearly has he loved! 
And we must love him too, 
and trust in his redeeming blood, 
and try his works to do. 
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FIRST ACTION: THE BREAD OF LIFE Simon 
Focal point: A large loaf of bread, placed in a basket, or on a simple tray. 
 
Commentary  
 
Silence 
 
You are invited to break your bread, take a piece and consume it, saying as you do so: ‘Broken for me.’ 

 
Song: Broken for Me, Broken for You  
Broken for me, broken for you, 
the body of Jesus broken for you. 
 
He offered His body, He poured out His soul, 
Jesus was broken that we might be whole: 
 
Broken for me, broken for you, 
the body of Jesus broken for you. 

 
SECOND ACTION: JESUS PRAYS 
Focal point: glass pebbles to represent the anguished and fearful sweating of Jesus (Luke 22:44) 
 
Commentary  
 
Silence 
 
You are invited to take your pebbles and use them to represent any place of anguish, shame or sin in your 
own life or in the life of the world that needs redemption 
 
THIRD ACTION: JESUS IS ARRESTED AND CONDEMNED 
Focal point: set of scales.  
Jesus is illegally tried by the Jewish leaders, found guilty and dragged before Pilate so that he can be 
condemned to death (Luke 22:66 to 23:5) Pilate, against his better judgement, is swayed, so ‘their shouts 
prevailed.’ (Luke 23:23) 
 
Commentary  
 
Silence 
 
In the silence, in your mind’s eye add the weight of your shame, your sins, to the scales  
 
FOURTH ACTION: JESUS IS CRUCIFIED  
Focal point: Wood, hammer and nails 
‘33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals – one on 
his right, the other on his left (Luke 23). 
 
Commentary  
 
Silence 
 
In the silence, take a nail and hammer it into the wood 
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Music: Were You There when They Crucified My Lord?  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? (Were you there?) 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
O sometimes it causes me to tremble! tremble! tremble! 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 
Were you there when they nail'd him to the cross? (Were you there?) 
Were you there when they nail'd him to the cross? 
O sometimes it causes me to tremble! tremble! tremble! 
Were you there when they nail'd him to the cross? 

 
FIFTH ACTION: ENTERING THE DARKEST PLACE 
He hung there in agony with two other criminals for 6 unending hours. The weight of the sins of the world 
were upon him and he cried out, ‘Eloi. Eloi, lema sabachthani’ which means, ‘My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?’ At the point of death he prayed, ‘Father into your hands I commit my spirit’ – then he 
breathed his last – what mystery this – the immortal dies. 
 
Commentary 
 
Silence 
 
SIXTH ACTION: HE DIED THAT WE MIGHT BE FORGIVEN 
Focal point: An old piece of fabric to be torn in two. 
  
Commentary 
 
Music: Here is love  
Here is love, vast as the ocean 
Lovingkindness as the flood 
When the Prince of Life, our Ransom 
Shed for us His precious blood 
Precious blood 
 
Here is love, vast as the ocean 
Lovingkindness as the flood 
When the Prince of Life, our Ransom 
Shed for us His precious blood 
 
Silence 
 
SEVENTH ACTION: WHY IS THIS FRIDAY CALLED ‘GOOD?’ 
Focal point: the cross. 
 
Commentary  
 
Hymn: When I survey  
When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of Glory died; 
my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 
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Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
save in the death of Christ, my God; 
all the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 
See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown. 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were an offering far too small; 
love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 
We say together the Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us 
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and for ever. Amen. 

 
EIGHTH ACTION: ‘TO BE CONTINUED’ 
Focal point: The empty cross. 
52 Going to Pilate, he [Joseph of Arimathea] asked for Jesus’ body. 53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in 
linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had yet been laid. 54 It was 
Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to begin. 
55 The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body 
was laid in it. 56 Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath 
in obedience to the commandment. 
 
Commentary  
 
Silence 
 
Song: The Lord is my light (TAIZE) 
The Lord is my light,  
my light and salvation: 
in God I trust,  
in God I trust.  
 
The Lord is my light,  
my light and salvation:  
in God I trust, 
in God I trust. 
 
FINAL BLESSING  
May the crucified and risen Lord walk beside us this Good Friday and always, and the blessing of God the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit remain with us always. 


