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inclusion of an article or advertisement in Focus does not imply either 
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 A Letter From Andy 

Dear all, 

Things rarely go to plan, do they? 

As I sat down to write this letter my son began to shout and 
wail in the room next door. The source of the complaint? – a 
highly troublesome poo! (apologies if that is too much detail!) 
Claire sounded like she needed back up, so I dashed through to 
assist. While I was emptying the potty the inevitable happened. 
More shouts and wails, and a new pattern for our living room 
carpet. Perfect. 

Amidst the mess though I’m pleased to say that my reaction wasn’t to get angry or to 
run away (tempting as it was given the aroma), but to comfort, reassure, and get 
down on my knees to clean up the mess (obviously, I am expecting a certificate at the 
very least for my troubles…).  

This is a tiny reflection of the kind of love that our heavenly Father has for us. God 
doesn’t shout but comforts. God doesn’t accuse but reassures. God doesn’t run away 
but stoops down and deals with the mess (… at this stage I should make it quite clear 
that I don’t think I’m God!).  

Things rarely go to plan though, do they? 
When we were making plans for St John’s and St Luke’s for this 
year a global pandemic, universal lockdown, and impending 
recession were not factors we necessarily anticipated. We have 
had to adjust to a new normal, and sought to find ways to 
adapt as church. We are still learning. 

Our response has been broadly based around five areas:  

Livestreamed Services (on the internet) – our services at 
9.30am (Children’s Service) and 10.30am each Sunday are a 
way to continue our weekly worship. We’re aware that not 
everyone can access these (it is a source of sadness that we 
can’t all worship together), but we are trying to make the best 
of the situation. 

Daily Reflections – since Mothering Sunday we’ve published daily reflections, A 
new kind of family – being church during the Coronavirus crisis. We’re so pleased 
at the range of contributors, and greatly appreciate everyone’s input. Due to the 
government restrictions we have only been able to produce these digitally but 
are working at ways to make them available to those who cannot access a 
computer. 

Pastoral Care – we want nobody to feel forgotten or overlooked, and have sought 
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in particular to ensure that those who are vulnerable or isolated are 
supported. In all good faith it’s likely that people have slipped through the 
cracks, so please, please get in touch if you feel forgotten or just need a chat. 
Everybody needs someone to talk to at some point. We can’t do this on our 
own, nor do we need to. Give us a ring! 

Practical Support – lockdown 
restrictions have had a massive 
practical impact on our day-to-day 
lives – shopping, collecting 
medications, financial implications 
etc. Again, we’ve tried to ensure 
that nobody is overlooked, but if 
there are practical concerns that 
you have then do get in touch. 
Resurrected Bites are providing 
free food packages including 
cooked meals for those who cannot access a normal home delivery service. 
Visit https://resurrectedbites.co.uk or contact the clergy for help. 

Prayer – we continue to meet for Morning Prayer each week, Monday to 
Thursday, 9-9.30am (albeit on Zoom – an online video conference platform). 
Prayer is the oxygen of our faith, and the way in which we bring our concerns 
before the Lord. We have been lifting our community, nation, and world to 
God, praying for an end to this pandemic, and for healing, peace, and 
blessing. Above all, we pray for the renewal of all things – for God’s kingdom 
to come on earth as it is in heaven.  

Please be assured of our prayers for you at this time, and if you have anything 
specific that you would like us to pray about then get in touch in whatever way 
works best for you. 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 
be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

Peace be with you all. 

With love, 

Andy 

https://resurrectedbites.co.uk
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Question Corner 
 

Q. Did Jesus have a sense of humour?  The gospels don’t say.  
 

A. Surely yes, although he is usually pictured as serious. 
Perhaps that’s because the gospel writers focus on serious 
issues of life and death and on Jesus suffering and dying for us. 

(However, Jesus speaks of 
wanting us to know about 
the joy of resurrection).  Children were attracted to 
him because, as well as teaching and blessing them, 
I think he enjoyed sharing fun and games – and 
children do make us laugh (sometimes!).  We look 
forward to seeing them again at our church 
services, one day.  

In Chapter 2 of St John’s Gospel we read of the 
wedding at Cana. That party must have included 
much laughter, and Jesus helped it go with a swing, 
turning water into wine.  

People don’t always ‘make Jesus real’, and the church hasn’t always helped. For 
example, at Christmas we often sing the children’s carol ‘ Away in a manger’ which 
says the cattle are lowing, the baby awakes. But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes’. I 
always want to say ‘why not?’  Cattle are not mentioned in the gospel. But if there 
really were cows moo-ing, it would be quite normal (not naughty) for a baby to cry!  I 
suppose the writer is saying that Jesus, as Son of God, was no ordinary baby. Well yes, 
he was special, but not abnormal.  A better hymn, ‘Once in royal David’s city’, says ‘he 
was little, weak and helpless. Tears and smiles like us he knew’.  This says that Jesus 
became fully human, and shared our emotions. So the tears and smiles would be part 
of his experience throughout his life, and the smiles would surely include a sense of 
humour. This does not deny Jesus’ divinity. It means that through his humanity he can 
come close to us. ‘Emmanuel’, or ‘God with us’ is a message for us every day, not just 
at Christmas.  
 

And a second question this month: 

Q  Am I right in thinking that ‘in the blink of an eye’ is a quote 
from the Bible? 

A. Nearly right. I think you have in mind St Paul’s words in 1 
Cor.15.52 “we will all be changed, in a flash, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trumpet”.  A blink of an eye means much the same, but let’s keep 
twinkling!            David 
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Doughnut Ministry!   
 

 

Doughnut ministry has just been a really simple way of getting 
to know the young people and families in SJSL during this 
lockdown period and to start to build relationships with them.  
To date, I’ve visited 68 families, chatting on the doorstep and 

leaving doughnuts for them to enjoy later!  I’ve had some great conversations with 
young people, children and parents.  They’ve told me what they’re finding hard at 
the moment, what they’re looking forward to when lockdown ends and I’ve had 
opportunities to pray with people and for them. 

If I haven’t got round to you yet, please don’t worry.... 

I’ve still got quite a few on my list! 

 

SJSL Youth now have their own logo!   
 

SJSL Youth Online is coming! 

To start connections and build relationships in these 

lockdown times, daily online posts, videos, short messages of encouragement will 

be coming!  Beginning Monday 25th May. 

Please connect with us on Instagram       @sjslyouthwork 

 

And on the church Facebook page.    
 

I’ll also be sending these out to the Youth WhatsApp group and by email to the 

families with children in Year 6 and above.  

A plea:   Parents, please return the Online communication permission forms ASAP 

so that I can add your child to the relevant groups and communicate with them.  

Thank you!   

Emma   youthwork@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk  
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Children’s Services 

Since the lockdown we’ve launched an online 
Children’s Service that is livestreamed each Sunday at 
9.30am (this means that the 
video isn’t pre-recorded but is 
‘broadcast’ live on the 
internet). 

We worship together with 
songs, listen to stories, and pray. We’ve tried to find 
creative ways to tell different Bible Stories. Here are a 
couple of pictures of the kind of things we’ve done: 

And here are some fish made by those who watched - and joined in - the 
service when Andy challenged us to make one and display it in our window: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nora Jewitt 

We were sorry to read of the death of Mrs Nora Jewitt.  I first 
remember her from about 1952 when she and the late Miss 
King (who was old enough to have been a teacher at Western 
School when my mother (born 1907) attended there) ran the 
infant class of St John’s afternoon Sunday School (held on the 
stage) and was known to pupils as “Miss Nora” – that was 
before she married. 

John Fletcher  
(now living in Stockton) 

Isabella’s in  

Portsmouth 

Mariella loved  

making hers 
These were easy to print 

from the internet! 
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A Message from Ruth 

As many of you know, I have been looking for a new job 
during this, my final year of curacy. 

I’m delighted to let you all know that I have been appointed to 
the post of Incumbent of the Benefice of Holy Trinity Ward 
End with particular responsibility for Christ Church with St 
Margaret’s in Birmingham.  

This parish couldn’t really be more different from Harrogate- 
it’s in a multi-cultural, inner city part of Birmingham with high 
levels of deprivation. It’s true that it’s quite a relief to have 

secured a post, but it’s so much more than that- I really do have a strong sense that 
this is the post God is calling me to, and I feel both excited and daunted by the 
challenges - which will be many! 

Thank you all so much for your support throughout my curacy, but particularly in this 
last year - I have been upheld by your concern, encouragement and prayers. I’m not 
sure yet when I am going to be leaving, but I’ll keep you posted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A supporting message from Simon 

It has been a real privilege to work with Ruth over these past 4 years, and we will miss 
her greatly, but the time is very much right for her to move on and become an 
incumbent, and the Holy Trinity Ward End benefice are blessed to be getting a 
fantastic priest and leader.  

I'm sure you will join with me in praying for Ruth and Guy and the family as they 
prepare to make this move in the strangest of circumstances! It goes without saying 
that we want to give her a proper farewell, and we will try our best to do this whether 
or not we are still in lockdown. Thank you, Ruth! 

St Margaret’s Christ Church 

St Paul’s 
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New Curate Laura 

It is extremely unusual for a parish to have only a few 
weeks’ gap between curates, but as we bid a fond farewell 
to Ruth, we are looking forward to welcoming Laura Martin 
to be our new curate – sort of, anyway! A word of 
explanation! Due to the lockdown, the 2020 ordinations 
have been postponed till October, so although Laura will be 
starting with us as planned on 5th July, she will be joining us 
as a licensed lay worker rather than as an ordained deacon.  
 

In many ways, this will make little practical difference, as she will still be 
prioritising getting to know the parish and getting to know people. So let’s make 
her, her husband Phil, and their two boys, as welcome as we possibly can in 
these unparalleled circumstances, and let’s keep them in our prayers as they 
prepare to move house and adjust to their new situation, and let’s pray that they 
flourish as a family during their time in Bilton.  

 

Livestreaming of Services during Lockdown 

The clergy team have been reflecting on the experience of livestreaming services 
(which we hope are proving helpful), and we are certainly learning as we go 
along! In particular we have been thinking about whether or not we should 
celebrate Holy Communion since by definition this service involves us, the body 
of Christ, coming together and sharing the bread and wine to help us remember 
Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for us. Hence the service contains 
these words: 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

However we try to dress this up, we can’t truly do this online, so 
with some sadness, we have decided that in common with 
many other churches, while we are not meeting together physically, we are 
going to fast from Communion. Do chat with us about this if you want to, and do 
keep praying for our online services, that they would see us nourished spiritually 
and so help us to be equipped to live for Jesus in these unusual times. 
 

Find services on  https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsandstlukes 
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A New Way of Living 

 

How has the present situation changed your way of life?  What are you doing 
differently?  Perhaps starting a new hobby or spending more time in prayer 
Well done if you are spending more time in the garden, and getting round to 
long-neglected tasks like sorting out drawers and cupboards. 
 

Karin Jones is following an interest: 
 

 “I attend a class in Creative Writing through Rossett Adult Education.  Our tutor 
encouraged us to have a go at the sonnet form.  Here is my offering! “  
 

Parenthood            by Karin Jones  

 

Now where to start: The art of parenting?   

We ride the tough ride through thrills and despair.   

There is no map, nor rhyme nor reasoning.   

Just bearing the slog and greying of hair!   
 

It’s living and loving life to the full.   

An instinct born of a primitive need.   

When giving life is such a miracle.   

How can we really expect to succeed!   
 

There’s learning and yearning for peaceful means   

To garner respect, and grow self-belief   

You know the best is to come in their teens   

And, getting beyond, brings oh, such relief!   
 

So, when the dearlings fledge from the nest.   

You plead with the Lord that He’ll do the rest!   

 
For readers who may be interested, the Hay-on-Wye book festival is on until the 
end of May.  It is being live-streamed and all sessions are free.  There is a 
celebration of Wordsworth this year, and lots of talks in relation to the 
environment, current affairs and all things literary.  Dylan Moore, author of 
‘Godbothering: A Spiritual Commentary on our Life and Times’, is speaking on 
Saturday 30th May 11.30am. https://www.hayfestival.com/wales/home 

https://www.hayfestival.com/wales/home
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24-7 Prayer International | Lectio 365 

 
Lectio 365 is a daily devotional resource that helps you pray the Bible every 

day.  It helps you engage with Scripture to inspire and shape your life. 
www.24-7prayer.com/dailydevotional 

 

 

 

 

If you are not sure what to do, pray! 
Anywhere, anytime.  God is always listening 

Pub Quiz Without the Pub 

How is your General Knowledge? 
Pit yourself against other church families or 
individuals to answer the challenging 
questions.     

Alternate Saturday evenings  

7.30-9.30    13th  and 27th June 

Donations of £5 per family will go to a 
different charity each time 

Watch out for Simon’s invitation to Zoom   

 

Thank you to those who joined in the 
Quiz night on Saturday 16th May in 
support of CHRISTIAN AID. We 
enjoyed the questions posed by Keith 
and Helen Mayers and £175 was 
raised through donations to the 
church.  

Don’t use computers? 

Justin Welby invites you to use your 

phone to pray, sing or listen to a 

reflection. Available 24/7 

https://www.24-7prayer.com/dailydevotional
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 PEOPLE 

  SUNDAY 16
th

 June 

is Copy Date for the 

 July 2020 

edition of Focus. 

Items for inclusion to: 
SJSLfocus@gmail.com or to  
The Editor, Focus Magazine, 

6 Old Trough Way, 
Harrogate HG1 3DE 

St John’s & St Luke’s 

CHURCH OFFICE OPENING HOURS 

There are no set hours at the moment 

Emails  will be read regularly 

Messages to 565129 will be checked 

Urgent calls should be made to one of the 
clergy - see details on page 15 

email -    church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

CONGRATULATIONS 

• to novice grandparents Simon and Fiona and parents Emma and 

Harry on the birth of Barnabas Alfred Jackson Hext on 22nd May 

• Also to Andrew and Cathy McHutchon on the birth of their SIXTH 

grandchild Ezekiel Joshua Townson, born 13th May 

We thank God for the safe arrival of these children,  

and wish them and their families health and happiness 

Exciting News! 

We are so pleased that Karin Shaw has been accepted to begin 

training for the Church ministry. Please join us in praying for her 

and Graham, Tom and Phoebe. 

********************* 

Good news from Andy and Claire that they are expecting a  

brother or sister for Tom in November 

mailto:church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
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JUNE'S CALENDAR         

 Sunday Services are on Facebook  -  

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsandstlukes 

and then will be available on Youtube  

Join us for a chat after the services on Sundays at 11.15am 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8L4u20U49m-1zutZMRJdIQ/ 

Morning Prayer is on Zoom – email Simon for an invitation 

The quiz is also on Zoom.  Simon will send out a link nearer the time 
 

 

Every week 

Monday to Thursday, 9.00am Morning Prayer 

 

Tuesday 2
nd

 11.30am  Prayer Course 

 7.45pm Prayer Course 

Sunday 7
th

 9.30am Children’s Service 

 10.30am Morning Worship 

Tuesday 9
th

 11.30am Prayer Course 

 7.45pm Prayer Course 

Saturday 13
th

 7.30pm Pub Quiz without the pub 

Sunday 14
th

  9.30am Children’s Service 

 10.30am Morning Prayer 

Tuesday 16
th

 11.30am Prayer Course 

 7.45pm Prayer Course 

Sunday 21
st 

 9.30am Children’s Service 

 10.30am Morning Worship 

Tuesday 23
rd

 11.30am Prayer Course 

 7.45pm Prayer Course 

Saturday 27th 7.30pm Pub Quiz without the pub 

Sunday 28
th

 9.30am Children’s Service 

 10.30am Morning Worship  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed House Building on Knox Lane 

73 new homes are planned on land below Old Trough Way/Mill Gate.  

The full application and associated documents can be viewed, and 

commented on, on the Council website  

Ref. No 20/01333/FULMAJ  

Deadline for comments is likely to be around 17th June 

file:///C:/Users/Jean Burton/Documents/church/magazine/0520/A new kind of family - Sunday 19th April 2020.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsandstlukes
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Parish Office Phone No: 01423 565129 

Parish Office email: church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

For parish information including services and events  

visit Parish Website: www.stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk  

Twitter: //twitter.com/stjohnsstlukes  

www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnsandstlukes.harrogate/ 

www.facebook.com/stjohnsandstlukes - for livestreaming 

 

The Ministry Team 

Churchwardens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editorial Team 
 

Treasurer: Rita Nuttall 07901 523206  

Secretary: Katie Burke 

Collation: Katie Burke 569563 and team 

Editors: Jean Burton 569907 Liz Hickling  

Magazine email: SJSLfocus@gmail.com    

ST JOHN’S AND ST LUKE’S  

TOGETHER WHO’S WHO 

Rev Simon Dowson - Team Rector 

Tel 01423 431513 

simon.dowson@leeds.anglican.org 

Rev Andrew Patrick  - Team Vicar 

Tel 01423 562128 

andrew.patrick@leeds.anglican.org 

Rev Ruth Donegan-Cross - Curate  

Tel 07588 813343 

ruth.donegan-cross@leeds.anglican.org 

St John’s 
 

Mr Nigel Thompson 

janeandnige1962@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Mrs Jane Reichert 

janereichert@hotmail.com 

St Luke’s 

 

Mrs Pat Fenton 

pafenton10@gmail.com 
 

Mr Pete Fenton 

goggledpete@gmail.com 

Mrs Emma James - Young People’s Worker 

Tel 07803 586556 

YouthWork@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

mailto:church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
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Harrogate Strathspey and Reel Club 

Scottish Country Dancing 

 

Every Monday Night 19.30 - 21.30  

The season runs from September to June 

Dance Jigs, Reels and Strathspeys with a fun and friendly group! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and join us, no experience needed 

It costs £3.50 per session, £39 per half year  

or £62 for the full year. 

Sandie Fagan 07824 458725 for more information 

  Hubert Swainson 

Funeral Services Ltd 

Private Chapels 

Distinctive personal arrangements by: 

Geoffrey Brewster Dip FD 

Tim Canavar  

 

St John’s Church Hall and St Luke’s Church 

can be hired for single occasions or for regular events. 

Contact the Church Office for more information. 

See page 19 for contact details 

Interested in 

advertising here? 
 

Our magazine reaches 

300 homes 

and is also 

on our  

Parish Website 

www.stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

Contact the Church Office 

565129 

Church@StJohnsandStLukes.org.uk 

for more details 

01423 504571 39 Franklin Road 

Harrogate 

 

 

 

 

 

30 King Edwards Drive, Harrogate, HG1 4HL.  (Online shopping only at the moment) 

Telephone: 01423 538445  https://www.rootsandfruitsharrogate.co.uk/ 

Opening Times: 7.30am - 5.30pm Monday - Saturday    We will deliver locally 

Supporting the local community 

Harrogate Strathspey and Reel Club 

Scottish Country Dancing 

 

Every Monday Night 19.30 - 21.30  

The season runs from September to June 

Dance Jigs, Reels and Strathspeys with a fun and friendly group! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and join us, no experience needed 

It costs £3.50 per session, £39 per half year  

or £62 for the full year. 

Sandie Fagan 07824 458725 for more information 

  Hubert Swainson 

Funeral Services Ltd 

Private Chapels 

Distinctive personal arrangements by: 

Geoffrey Brewster Dip FD 

Tim Canavar  

 

St John’s Church Hall and St Luke’s Church 

can be hired for single occasions or for regular events. 

Contact the Church Office for more information. 

01423 504571 39 Franklin Road 

Harrogate 


