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St John’s and St Luke’s COVID-19 Update 3rd April 2020 
 
Dear friends,  
 
Here’s a summary of where we’re at as a church community. 
 

1. Prayer – as Bishop Nick reminded us in a recent letter ‘The primary work of the 
Church is prayer’. The good news is that we don’t need any special equipment or 
particular location to be able to pray – we can pray wherever we are (even in 
isolation!). This is a time to call on the Lord, and to intercede on behalf of our 
communities. Let’s rise to the challenge! 
We’ve already sent out a list of helpful resources for praying at home but if you’re 
overwhelmed by the choices then the Church of England’s App, Time To Pray, is a 
good place to start.  
A particular prayer point at this time – please pray for the Nightingale Hospital being 
set up in the Harrogate Convention Centre Halls. Thankfully at present it is not yet 
needed but will be ready to go when the Yorkshire area does need it. Please pray for 
all staff involved and for the patients, who are likely to be from across Yorkshire and 
may not be able to have visitors – a frightening time indeed.  

 
2. Pastoral and Practical Response – Prayer and action so often go together, and along 

with praying, our main focus in responding to the challenges of Covid-19 has been to 
develop a network of support and pastoral care. Within our church community 
we’ve linked up those who are isolating/vulnerable with those who are willing to 
help or support. We want to offer the best pastoral care possible, so please do get in 
touch if you need support or a listening ear, and we’ll do our best to be there for 
you. We don’t want anyone overlooked or feeling uncared for.  
In seeking to respond to the needs of the wider community we’re encouraging those 
who are able to help to link up with local organisations trying to offer support and 
who need more volunteers, such as Harrogate Hospital - anyone able to spare some 
time should please complete and return an application form, available on the 
hospital trust website (www.hdft.nhs.uk/Volunteering). More details are available by 
emailing hdft.volunteering@nhs.net. Alternatively there is Harrogate Easier Living 
Project – HELP - http://www.helpharrogate.org.uk/ who you could contact – and 
given the number of elderly people in Harrogate (27,000+), there is a massive need 
for volunteers.  
You can also sign up for the NHS scheme called Good Sam 
- https://www.goodsamapp.org/nhs and the great thing is that more than 5000,000 
people across the country have done so. 
Please do not feel under any pressure to respond if your circumstances make it 
difficult, but if you can help, then please think and pray about doing so. 
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3. Live-streamed Services – we’re now up and running with a regular pattern of live-

streamed services every Sunday. At 9.30am we have a Children’s Service, followed 
by Morning Worship or Communion at 10.30am. We’re committed to live-streaming 
our services rather than pre-recording them so that there is a greater sense of being 
together as we worship. Do join in during the feed! The other bonus is that you can 
sing as loud as you’d like without bothering anyone (apart from your neighbours, 
maybe!). Each service will be live-streamed from our Facebook Page – 
www.facebook.com/stjohnsandstlukes (there is a link in our website too). No 
platform is perfect, but Facebook allows us to livestream free of charge, and also 
allows comments. We’re also going to upload the videos to YouTube at the end of 
each service, so that those who are not on Facebook (or don’t want to create an 
account) can access them. 

 
During Holy Week we will have the following services: 
 
Holy Wednesday:  
Hymns from the Vicar’s House 8pm 
 
Maundy Thursday:  
Maundy Thursday Reflections 8pm 
 
Good Friday: 
Good Friday Children’s Service 9.30am 
Good Friday Reflections 2pm 
 
Easter Sunday: 
Sunrise Service 5.45am 
Easter Morning Children’s Service 9.30am  
Easter Morning Communion Service 10.30am 
 

4. Daily Reflections – we’re continuing to produce our daily reflection, A New Kind Of 
Family – Being Church During The Coronavirus Crisis. If you don’t receive these and 
would like to then please email church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk. Unfortunately, 
these are only available digitally, to avoid the spread of infection.  
If you’d like to write a reflection and are not on the rota then please email Andy – 
andy.patrick@gmail.com.  
 

5. Emma James – although she hasn’t officially started her role as Young People’s 
Worker yet, Emma is beginning to link in with church activities, and you may even 
see her popping up in one of the live-streamed services! Please pray for her in what 
is a highly unusual time to start a job, and for the particular challenge of getting to 
know people without being able to be physically present! 
 

6. Finances – If you possibly can, please continue to support the church financially. 
We’re aware that many people’s finances will be stretched at this time, and we don’t 
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want to put you under any further pressure, but if you are able to support the work 
of the church in this way then it would be hugely appreciated.  
Like many organisations, we continue to have the same overheads, but with reduced 
income due to no gathered services, hall bookings, or groups occurring. If you are 
able to set up a regular payment through standing order then please email the office 
to have a form sent to you, or for our bank details. We are happy to accept your 
giving envelopes posted through the vicarage letterbox during this time (or contact 
the clergy if you are unable to do so and we’ll try to find a solution).  
Additionally, we have created an emergency fund to help those in our congregation 
that are being affected by loss of income from the coronavirus lockdown. Do get in 
touch with the clergy if you are in need at this time. Or, if you would like to 
contribute towards this fund then please email church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 
 

7. Quiz – Don’t forget the ‘Not-at-the-pub Quiz’! This Friday night at 7.30pm Simon’s 
son Joel is running an online quiz night and we would love you all to take part. 
We are suggesting a £5 donation per household which we are putting into our 
emergency fund to help those locally that are being affected by loss of income etc 
from the coronavirus lockdown. Money can be paid directly into the parish bank 
account (account number 65847059, sort code 08-92-99, please reference your 
name and quiz). If you can also let me know by email if you are going to be taking 
part. If this is a success we will be repeating so if you don’t win this time, there will 
be more opportunities to! 
Do you have the zoom video conferencing app? It’s easy and free to download and 
install on your smartphone or computer and we can have up to 100 devices linked 
up to play.  
The link to join the quiz on Friday night is here. Join Zoom Meeting  
https://zoom.us/j/311242861?pwd=SElaQy9PRVlNSG96Sm9pT20za3hYZz09 
Meeting ID: 311 242 861 / Password: 006096  

 
Finally, a blessing: 
 
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, 
wherever He may send you. 
May He guide you through the wilderness, 
protect you through the storm. 
May He bring you home rejoicing 
at the wonders He has shown you. 
May He bring you home rejoicing 
once again into our doors. 
 
With love,  
Simon, Andy and Ruth  


