
 

 

Lockdown Update letter 11th May 2020 

Dear friends 

As we know, the government has introduced a very limited relaxation of the lockdown rules, and we are 
really grateful for these small changes, but the reality is that little has changed and we are still in the midst 
of a crisis – to see this, just note what Bishop Nick has said in his latest letter to clergy: ‘one care home in our 
diocese lost over 30 of its 70 residents in the last couple of weeks. We are at the beginning – not the end – of 
this virus crisis. Contrary to the new slogan, we cannot “control the virus”; we can only control our behaviour 
in our coexistence with the virus.’ Thus the changes to our way of life and the need to keep engaging with 
social distancing are likely to be with us for many months to come.  

Now, before we get too depressed, we are adaptable beings and if you are anything like me, you may have 
begun to get used to things such as online services; but at another level like me you will still be having bad 
days or bad moments on the so called ‘Coronacoaster’! For example, Andy and Ruth did a fantastic job with 
our livestreamed services this Sunday, but I still found myself craving for the physical presence of my church 
family.  

In the end though we need to try not to chaff at the restrictions we are facing but rather think about how we 
might see this unprecedented shared experience as an opportunity – so I would encourage us all to be asking:  

• what does Jesus want His church to look like for the next 6 months (what must we keep doing, is 
there anything we might want to do, etc)? 

• what have you gleaned from your own reflections/conversations during the lockdown about what is 
core or central to the life of the church?  

• how might we want church to be different after lockdown – any change in emphasis, direction, 
practice?  

If you have any thoughts about these questions, we would love to hear from you! 

 

Christian Aid Week 

Normally we would be entering Christian Aid week (10-16 May) and posting envelopes for collection through 
people’s doors, but these are not normal times. So if you wish to continue to support Christian Aid, why not 
hold an online coffee morning via Zoom or the like – and make a donation to Christian Aid. You might like 
also to join in with our Zoom Quiz which is on Saturday at 7.30 – and the regular donations we make to enter 
a team will go to Christian Aid – either directly at https://www.christianaid.org.uk/about-us/christian-aid-
week/coronavirus-guidance or via the Church Office 

 

Resurrected Bites 

Resurrected Bites, a café based at St Mark’s, is now closed to the public due to COVID 19, but is still providing 
food for folk during the lockdown. The ethos of the organisation is very much to use otherwise unwanted but 
still good food – so, for example, it gets ‘best before’ produce from supermarkets, but it also relies on 
donations from the general public – so why not check out whether or not you have got any food to donate – 
fresh, frozen or in tins/packets etc – and if you have, either drop it off at St Mark’s (weekday mornings) or at 
Bilton Vicarage (not Fridays). NB if there is no-one to take your donation, please take fresh or frozen stuff 
away with you – for more details, please contact the church office. Equally, if you are in need of support, or 
know someone who is, do the same or apply online at http://smch.org.uk/project/resurrectedbites    
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24/7 Prayer and Thy Kingdom Come 

A reminder that the Harrogate Hub has set up a virtual 24/7 prayer room for Harrogate – 
http://theharrogatehub.org/24-7/  - so if you want to sign up to pray for our town in these unprecedented 
times, between now and Pentecost simply click on the link and follow the instructions.  

In addition, several churches across Harrogate are going to be hosting, online, a joint Kingdom Come prayer 
gathering for our town on Pentecost Sunday, 31st May, at 6pm for an hour. Each church will stream the event 
live on its website – and we will be getting involved – watch this space for more details. This is a great 
opportunity to get together with other Christians during the lockdown and pray for the Kingdom to come.     

Staying safe 

In my last update, I talked about addressing the reality of domestic abuse. Here are some further suggestions 
of where people can look to for help if needed: 

• Pressred - https://pressred.org/get-help/  (for women who need support) tel  

• Mankind -  https://www.mankind.org.uk/  (for men who need support) 

• Childline https://www.childline.org.uk/ tel 0800 1111 

If necessary, do call 999. 

 

I think that’s all for now, but please do get in touch in response to the questions I asked about church, or 
indeed about anything else in this update. Thanks 

 

Every blessing 

 

Simon 
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