
 

Holy Communion 
 

29 March 2020, Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

The Lord be with you 

All  and also with you. 
 

Song Be still for the presence  

 
BE STILL, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here; 

Come bow before Him now with reverence and fear. 

In Him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground; 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here. 

 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 

He burns with holy fire, with splendour He is crowned. 

How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light! 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around. 

 

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place; 

He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister His grace. 

No work too hard for Him, in faith receive from Him; 

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.  
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Prayer of Preparation 

All  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Summary of the Law 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first commandment is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the 

only Lord. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 

mind, and with all your strength.’ 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than 

these. 

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

All  Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

 



Invitation to confession 

Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

God shows his love for us in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Let us then show 

our love for him by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

 

All  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you  and against our 

neighbour in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. We are truly sorry  and repent of all our sins. For 

the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant 

that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen.  

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you 

from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. All  Amen. 

 

First Reading 

Ezekiel 37.1-14 

1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set 

me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very 

many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I 

answered, ‘O Lord GOD, you know.’ 4Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to 

them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will 

cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come 

upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know 

that I am the LORD.’ 

7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 

rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, 

and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then 

he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord 

GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ 10I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on 

their feet, a vast multitude. 

11Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are 

dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 

Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O 

my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, 

when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit 

within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the 

LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.’  

At the end the reader may say  

This is the word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Reading – John 11:17-27. 32-45 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 



17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Now 

Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and 

Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went 

and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 

him.’ 23Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise 

again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. 

Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in 

me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 27She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 

Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 
32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews 

who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, 

‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 35Jesus wept. 36So the Jews said, 

‘See how he loved him!’ 37But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 

man have kept this man from dying?’ 
38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 

against it. 39Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, 

already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.’ 40Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you 

that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus 

looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear 

me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you 

sent me.’ 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44The dead man 

came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said 

to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 
45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 

him.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Let us pray to God, who alone makes us dwell in safety: 

For all who are affected by coronavirus, 

through illness or isolation or anxiety, 

that they may find relief and recovery: 

Lord, hear us,  Lord, graciously hear us. 

For those who are guiding our nation at this time, 

and shaping national policies, 

that they may make wise decisions: 

Lord, hear us,  Lord, graciously hear us. 

For doctors, nurses and medical researchers, 

that through their skill and insights 

many will be restored to health: 

Lord, hear us,  Lord, graciously hear us. 



For the vulnerable and the fearful, 

for the gravely ill and the dying, 

that they may know your comfort and peace: 

Lord, hear us,  Lord, graciously hear us. 

We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, 

to the mercy and protection of God. 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The Peace 

Once we were far off, but now in union with Christ Jesus we have been brought near through the 

shedding of Christ’s blood, for he is our peace. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All  and also with you. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you 

All  and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Lord of all life, you created the universe, where all living things reflect your glory. You give us this 

great and beautiful earth, to discover and to cherish. 

You made us all, each wonderfully different, to join with the angels  and sing your praise: 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

We thank you, loving Father, because, when we turned away, you sent Jesus, your Son. He gave his 

life for us on the cross and shows us the way to live. 

Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine may be for us Christ’s body and his blood. 

On the night before he died, when darkness had fallen, Jesus took bread. He gave thanks, broke it, 

and shared it with his disciples, saying: ‘This is my body, given for you. Do this to remember me.’ 

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying: 

‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins.’ 

So Father, with this bread and this cup we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life. Now send 

your Holy Spirit, and change us more and more to be like Jesus our Saviour. 

Help us, Father, to love one another, as we look forward to that day when suffering is ended, and 

all creation is gathered in your loving arms. 



And now with St John, St Luke and all your saints we give you glory, through Jesus Christ, in the 

strength of the Spirit, today and for ever. 

All  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

All  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

The president breaks the consecrated bread.  

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 

All  Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 

Giving of Communion 

The president says the invitation to communion  

Jesus is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All  Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

      

 Post Communion prayer 

All  Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son Jesus 

Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. 

Strengthen us  by the power of your Spirit to live and serve to your praise and glory. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



Hymn – In Christ alone 

 

IN CHRIST ALONE my hope is found, 

He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of peace, 

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

My Comforter, my All in All, 

Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,  

Fullness of God in helpless babe!  

This gift of love and righteousness,  

Scorned by the ones He came to save:  

Till on that cross as Jesus died,  

The wrath of God was satisfied –  

For every sin on Him was laid;  

Here in the death of Christ I live. 

 

There in the ground His body lay,  

Light of the world by darkness slain:  

Then bursting forth in glorious Day  

Up from the grave He rose again!  

And as He stands in victory  

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,  

For I am His and He is mine –  

Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 

No guilt in life, no fear in death,  

This is the power of Christ in me;  

From life's first cry to final breath,  

Jesus commands my destiny. 

No power of hell, no scheme of man,  
Can ever pluck me from His hand;  

Till He returns or calls me home,  

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand! 
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Blessing 

Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure ground for faith, a firm support for hope, 

and the assurance of sins forgiven; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 

All  Amen. 

Be at peace and love and serve the Lord. 

All  In the name of Christ. Amen. 


