
Name: Anna and Chris Hembury

Location: Hull, Britain

Our role: To listen, learn, imagine, 
provoke and create; supporting 
individuals, people groups and the 
local church to connect with each 
other and with God.

Our call: To share life with those on 
the margins, who struggle to know 
their worth but have much to teach 
us; to help usher in God’s kingdom.

Continued over the page

The call in action

Dear friends,

We are so grateful for your continued support and prayers. We 
look forward to when we can see many of you face to face again.

Street wisdom
“Wisdom cries out in the streets; she raises her voice in the public 

squares.” (Proverbs 1:20)

One of the great privileges of living in our neighbourhood is that 
we are closer to the margins, to those on the outer edge or even 
outside of things. We have found that not only is God here, but also 
that, living close to the cries of those here, we are better placed to 
hear Wisdom crying out. The people most at the brunt of things 
have the most to teach the rest of us about what is wrong with our 
world, what justice might look like on the ground, what needs to be 
put right. 

Some of the most vulnerable, most shunned and most crushed 
by the current systems in our society are the women whose 
circumstances have reduced them to survival sex work on the 
street. These women are living in the reality of everything that is 
systemically broken and no one is listening to their cries. Living 
here has meant we can build relationships with those most on 
the margins and then make space together for them to lead 
change. My (Anna’s) relationships with some of the women led 
to my involvement in a group some of us established together, 
called An Untold Story – Voices. As a small group of “nobodies”, 
we successfully took the local council to court for imposing a 
dangerous and heavy-handed social 
banning order, which went against all 
national police guidelines. Wisdom was 
raising her voice in the public square. The 
order has been rescinded and the council 
are now working with us in shaping 
their policy going forward! Please pray 
with us, that the wisdom cries of those 
with lived experience of so many cards 
stacked against them will now be heard 
and heeded. Please pray with us: May 
your kingdom come, where the lowly are 
lifted high and injustices righted.

Spiritual stuff
Orts has always been a tangibly 

spiritual space in the most honest and 
everyday way. We start the day with 
time to check in and pray together, for 
those of us in the small team helping 
to set stuff up and look after Orts 
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happening. People who come along wanted to give thanks before our shared lunch, so that soon became a 
standard thing. And faith and love and God are so much a part of the conversations, the laughter, the tears, the 
very real troubles people are burdened with, that we have very often found ourselves praying with someone 
about their particular circumstances. Over time, more people have wanted to come especially to be in time for 
the prayers. Some have said it is the most meaningful expression of church for them. When we set up an Orts 
Whatsapp group to better stay in touch over lockdown, it naturally became used for people to share things they 
wanted people to hold in prayer – alongside sewing tips, signing up for Orts sessions and generally sharing joy 
and humour! Orts is a glorious mix of people of all faiths and none, so it has been an honour to have one of our 
Muslim friends join us for morning prayers, and to see Muslims, Buddhists and agnostics respond with prayers 
in their own ways to requests on the Whatsapp group. Journeying 
together with people in the adventure of faith is its own reward.

On Easter Saturday we had the joyful privilege of witnessing a dear 
friend get confirmed at Hull Minster. Ellie first came to Orts six years 
ago and found friendship and somewhere she belonged. She is a 
much-valued part of the team. As part of her testimony Ellie shared: 
“I had left the church many years ago, but I now know God never left 
me, he was always there waiting for me to take that step forward 
again. It is strange and wonderful how God gently holds us and 
guides us to certain people, places and things he knows will help 
us and guide us on our path. Orts is such a special place. I am so 
grateful to each and every one of you for your friendships and for 
being part of my journey. I have so much to be thankful for in my 
life.” Give thanks with us, for Ellie and for God’s relentless love.

Building with God
Hebrews 3:4 “For every house is built by someone, but the 

builder of all things is God.”

I (Chris) was surprised the other day to see one of my work mates 
strolling across the grass reading the Bible. We are renovating a 
Grade 2 listed building in the countryside on the outskirts of Hull 
and we were on our tea break.

It was actually the same New Testament I had spotted a few 
months earlier in a run-down caravan on the site. I had thought 
to take it with a view to handing it on to someone, hopefully in a 
God-ordained Holy Spirit filled moment, but for some reason I felt 
prompted to leave it be. And it seems God was already doing a bit of 
forward thinking.

My work mate shouted over to me, “Hey Chris, what does this 
mean?” He had started reading the story of the widow’s mite. We 
read through it together (which was a bit surreal stood outside our 
1847 listed mansion). I offered my thoughts about the widow and my 
friend offered his about the other characters with a few non red-
letter expletives. I then aired the idea of taking it and maybe giving it 
away. “No” he firmly said, “I am going to keep it in the van.”

That felt like a good day’s work. 

Peace, Chris and Anna

Captions:

Photos from top to bottom: Fun with home-
made face masks at our first girls’ well-being 

group; Puppeteer friend Liz, re-enacting Mary 
anointing Jesus’ feet during Holy Week at Matt’s 

House; “By wisdom a house is built, and by 
understanding it is established” Proverbs 24:3.
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