
 
 

Dear friends 

This week marks ‘Generosity Week’ across the Church of England, and in our services at St Luke’s on 3rd October and 
St John’s on 10th October, we will be thinking about one aspect of Generosity, namely our financial giving, (and I will 
be returning to this a little later in my letter); but there is much more to Christian generosity than this, as the C of E’s 
National Advisor for Giving & Income Generation explains in his reflection on Generosity that can be accessed here 
https://www.leeds.anglican.org/sites/default/files/files/Generosity%20Fika%20Reflections.pdf 
In particular, in addition to being our being generous financially, he suggests Christian generosity means our being: 

• Generous with our time – Time is a rare and precious commodity, a true gift for someone. By giving other people 
our time, we are saying to them that they matter and that they have value. In a world where numerous demands 
compete for our time, it is one of the most generous gifts we can give. 

• Generous with our attention – It’s easy to be in the same space as someone, but not really with them. To love 
others is to give them our attention and focus, and it is in our attentiveness that we really see how we can love 
and care for others. It allows us to understand their needs, to see where they need encouragement and to 
celebrate the gifts that God has given them. 

• Generous with our talents – The Quakers have a lovely phrase in their book of ‘Faith and Practice’ – ‘Attend to 
what love requires of you.’  We need to attend to what our love for God and God’s people requires of us, and be 
generous in the use of our talents to enable us to do that. 

• Generous with our possessions – What we possess is often seen as a key indicator of the kind of person we are, 
what aspirations we have and what we value. If we give away what we have, it is a profoundly counter-cultural 
act. It is an acknowledgement of faith, a belief that everything comes from God and that we are called to share 
what we have in the way that God would want. 

• Generous with our reputation – Our love for Christ should swamp any concern over reputation. We can be 
generous with our reputation because it is irrelevant when compared to the opportunity to express our love and 
care for Jesus in caring for others. 

• Generous with our comfort – Part of the challenge of leading a generous life is that it takes us out of our comfort 
zone in so many ways. We have less for ourselves, if we give more to others. We have to forego things we want 
so others can have things they need. 

In sum, to be a Christian is to be generous because to do so is to follow the example of Jesus. But I said I would 
return to the issue of our financial generosity – and I simply want to place one fact before you, fully aware of the 
difficult economic times we live in.  

As things stand, we are projecting a deficit in the church finances for 2021 of £39,580 (this is if we were to pay our 
parish share in full, share being what we pay towards the costs of the diocese, including clergy salaries). Our church 
council have decided, with real reluctance, this will not be possible and so have put a temporary cap on share 
payments – but even allowing for this, we are still estimating a deficit for 2021 of £15,990. And not paying our share 
in full means that we are contributing to the projected diocesan deficit of between £2m and £3m and effectively 
allowing ourselves to be subsidised by the rest of the diocese. 

Therefore, I am simply asking you to pray about whether you would look again at your finances and see if you can 
afford to give more to the mission and ministry of St John’s and St Luke’s. To do so may well, be costly, and may 
involve foregoing other things – so I do not make this request lightly – but in view of the fact that we have this 
supremely generous God, I do not apologise for making it! 

Should you wish to find out more about how you might give, including signing up for the new Parish Giving Scheme, 
then do get in touch with Gill in the office. Her contact details are at the top of this letter. 

With every blessing 
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