
Name: Anna and Chris Hembury

Location: Hull, Britain

Our role: To listen, learn, imagine, 
provoke and create; supporting 
individuals, people groups and the 
local church to connect with each 
other and with God.

Our call: To share life with those on 
the margins, who struggle to know 
their worth but have much to teach 
us; to help usher in God’s kingdom.
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The call in action

Dear friends,

Two lockdown reflections and a little lockdown story:

Stop
Read the signs. This is not about a pause, a chance to catch our 

breath, or claw back a bit of time to fix our house, improve our fitness 
and rediscover our creative hobbies (all of which might be necessary, 
laudable or fulfilling). This is more rupture than hiatus, a break, a tear. 
There is a right time to stitch and repair and mend and there is a right 
time to weave a new cloth. And perhaps there is also a right time to do 
neither and trust like Mary, just “let it be” and allow God to seed the 
next thing.

“Keep my Sabbaths holy, that they may be a sign between us. Then 
you will know that I am the Lord your God.” Ezekiel 20:20 (20:20, 
perhaps it’s for just such a time as this?!)

This pandemic is certainly full of heartache and loss and tragedy. But 
while the lockdown brings its own stresses for many of us, it also feels 
like a Sabbath opportunity, maybe even a gift. Christians often refer to 
Sunday as the Sabbath day, a day set aside for worship. But the word 
Sabbath means rest. The wise human being Walter Brueggemann says, 
“Sabbath, in the first instance, is not about worship. It is about work 
stoppage. It is about withdrawal from the anxiety system of Pharaoh, 
the refusal to let one’s life be defined by production and consumption 
and the endless pursuit of private well-being.”

We are seeing how well nature responds when we just stop. New 
shoots push up through the concrete, insects recolonise and cross-
pollinate, birds and animals and sea-life arrive and thrive and there 
is a circular cohesion to the re-wilding. We marvel at it as if it is 
something separate to be gazed at objectively. But we are not 
created apart from this ecosystem; rather, from it and within it. 
Stopping is necessary and good and life-giving for us too. We need to 
stop long enough to allow our own re-wilding, our own rebalancing 
and flourishing and living with the rest of creation.

Making face masks for our local foodbank volunteers, painting 
birds for the revamped school library, an Easter cross for the 
community garden, the odd food parcel, phone call or text – we have 
not been negligent, we’ve done bits and bobs and endeavoured to 
bring hope and encouragement for those who are struggling during 
these weeks of lockdown; but mostly we have embraced the gift 
and not resisted the rupture. It is humbling to recognise that Christ 
is a constant creative force in our neighbourhood, not reliant on 
our ministry. That perhaps our stopping might allow the flow. That 
our noblest endeavours can be as much impediment as blessing. 
It takes a full stop to see the measure of our sentence: we are no 
more and no less than a line in the great story. It takes a full stop to 
begin to comprehend the measure of the Word. Christ’s reach is far 
beyond the containment of our lockdown. Give thanks with us for 
the stopping and pray for the hope of resurrection and new life for  
our community.
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A cross we put up in our community garden 
at Easter which people in the neighbourhood 

could attach prayer ribbons to



Phone call
I phoned our friend Louise (name changed), for a long time 

agoraphobic but who had, with gentle encouragement and a lot of love, 
become a regular at Orts and at our Tuesday community meals. Louise 
has several serious health conditions and we have been close to losing 
her on a few occasions. She has found the lockdown particularly hard 
(her ill-health means she is in the vulnerable category and has had 
to stay shielded at home for the whole time), frustrated that she had 
finally found community and connection and is now cut off from all 
that and back in an imprisonment from which she had painstakingly 
walked free. She sounded terrible, which was alarming since she’d 
been fine when I spoke to her the day before. 

“Are you okay?” I asked, my hyper-vigilance panicking straight into 
overdrive.

“Yeah, fine, I do sound croaky don’t I? I YouTubed ‘how to yodel’ last 
night and I’ve been up all night practising! I still can’t do it!”

Phew! Please hold Louise in your prayers, especially for her looking 
after her physical health. Pray that the risen Jesus she wants to follow 
will come find her behind her locked door.

The Jesus nut
We have been used to being givers and bringers of hope, the hope 

we have in Jesus. We have at times been innovative and ingenious in 
the ways we have gone about sharing our faith. That said, we have at 
times struggled to help people to connect.

We are on a journey into the great unknown, but known by Jesus. 
We are discovering how to engage; on the flip side, one of the hardest 
tasks at this time is discovering that it may be difficult to engage, and 
being okay with that. We might call it furlough, a sabbatical or, for 
some, a mission field.

Like most people across the world we have had to deconstruct the 
way we live our lives. These are uncertain, unsettling times. Faith 
is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see 
(Hebrews 11:1). Faith is required.

During the Vietnam War, with so many helicopters in action, the nut 
which holds the rotor blades in place gained the nickname “the Jesus 
nut”. There are no accounts of this nut ever failing. In recent years the 
term has become more generically applied throughout engineering 
(and many other occupations, from rock climbing to skyrise window 
cleaning!) to include any single component whose failure would cause 
catastrophic failure of the entire system. These components, having 
the most important role to play, have regular and rigorous checks.

It’s time to check our Jesus nut is on tight.

Peace,

Anna & Chris 

Photos from top to bottom: Face masks for our local foodbank volunteers; new life coming 
up through the cracks in the concrete; painted birds for the revamped school library
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Mission Unscripted: How are CMS people in mission responding to 
COVID-19? Some are working harder than ever at what they were 
already doing, others are turning their hand to something different! 
Go to churchmissionsociety.org/mission-unscripted


