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HAPPY EASTER! 
Whether you are joining us for the first time - or whether you 
have been many times before – you are most welcome. 
 
Introit by the Choir: ‘This Joyful Easter tide’ 
 
To all here in church and all joining us online,  
we welcome you in the name of Christ. 
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Church Family News 
 
Opening Prayer 
Loving Lord, today we remember with joy, 
the veil of darkness being transformed into the brightest light. 
Thank you for the promise of heaven 
and for your generous invitation of eternal life for all. 
Amen. 
 
Lighting of the Easter Candle 
May the light of Christ, rising in glory, banish all darkness from 
our hearts and minds this Easter and always. Amen 
 
The Easter Acclamation 
Alleluia, Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Alleluia, Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Alleluia, Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 



Song: Jesus Christ is Risen Today! 
Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 
 
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 
 
But the pain which He endured, Alleluia! 
Our salvation hath procured, Alleluia! 
Now above the sky He's king, Alleluia! 
Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 
 
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
Praise eternal as His love, Alleluia! 
Praise Him, all you heavenly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! 
 
A time to say sorry…  
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
May the Father forgive us by the death of his Son and strengthen us 
to live in the power of the spirit all our days. Amen. 
 
Gospel Reading for Easter Day 
John 20: 1-18 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary  
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been  
removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter 
and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have 
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they 
have put him!” 
So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were  
running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 
first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there 
but did not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind him and 
went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying 
there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ 
head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the  
linen. Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb 
first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not  
understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the 
dead.) Then the disciples went back to where they were staying. 
Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent 
over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated 
where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the 
foot. 



They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know 
where they have put him.” At this, she turned around and saw  
Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 
He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are  
looking for?” 
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried 
him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” 
Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramic, “Rabboni!” (which 
means “Teacher”). 
Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to 
the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am  
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.’” Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I 
have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these 
things to her. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord,  
Praise to You, O Christ.  
 
Talk  
 
Affirmation of Faith 
Let us declare our faith in God. 
All   We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession  
 
The Peace 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 
‘peace be with you.’ Then where they glad when they saw the 
Lord.  
Alleluia. 
The peace of the risen Christ be always with you. 
and also with you. Alleluia! 



Let us offer one another a (socially distanced) greeting of peace. 
 
Song: In Christ Alone 
In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 
In Christ alone, who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
'Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 
There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost it's grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
'Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 
 
The Eucharistic prayer  
The Lord is here. 
All    His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 



Almighty God, good Father to us all, 
your face is turned towards your world. 
In love you gave us Jesus your Son 
to rescue us from sin and death. 
Your Word goes out to call us home 
to the city where angels sing your praise. 
We join with them by listening to heaven’s song: 
Choir   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift that comes from 
heaven. 
To the darkness Jesus came as your light. 
With signs of faith and words of hope 
he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean. 
This is his story. 
All   This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The crowds came out to see your Son, 
yet at the end they turned on him. 
On the night he was betrayed 
he came to table with his friends 
to celebrate the freedom of your people. 
This is his story. 
All   This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; 
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 
This is my body, given for you all. 
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; 
he took the cup, gave it and said: 
This is my blood, shed for you all 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
This is our story. 
All   This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate the cross 
on which he died to set us free. 
Defying death he rose again 
and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world. 
This is our story. 
All   This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 



Send your Spirit on us now 
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 
with opened eyes and hearts on fire. 
May we and all who share this food 
offer ourselves to live for you 
and be welcomed at your feast in heaven 
where all creation worships you, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
Choir  Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us  
today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread.  
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All  Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
  
Invitation to communion 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
Giving of Communion (during which there will be music)  
Please remain seated and the bread will be distributed to you.  
 
Prayer after Communion 
All  Lord Jesus, thank you for meeting with us in this service 
and for offering us life. 
Together, by your grace, we accept the life you offer. 
And we give you thanks. Amen. 
 
Blessing and Sending Out 
God the Father, 
by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; 
and may the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 



He is not here. He is risen. 
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God, Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
We make our way outside….. 
 
Final Song: Thine be the Glory 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won; 
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay. 
Refrain: 
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
Endless is the vict'ry, thou o'er death hast won. 
 
Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
let the Church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing; 
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting. 
Refrain: 
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
Endless is the vict'ry, thou o'er death hast won. 
 
No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love: 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. 
Refrain: 
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
Endless is the vict'ry, thou o'er death hast won. 
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