
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEW INCUMBENT OF THE BENEFICE OF HOLY TRINITY WARD END WITH BODESLEY GREEN 

• EMBARGOED TILL 10 AM MONDAY 11 MAY 2020 WITHOUT PERMISSION FROM ARCHDEACON OF ASTON. 

• TO BE DISTRIBUTED IN THE PARISH OF ST JOHN & ST LUKE BILTON, DIOCESE OF LEEDS, AND THE BENEFICE OF 

HOLY TRINITY WARD END WITH BORDESLEY GREEN AT 10 AM MONDAY 11 MAY 2020 AND RELEASED TO THE 

RELEVANT DEANERY AND DIOCESAN NETWORKS AT THE SAME TIME.  

STARTS 

The Bishop of Birmingham is delighted to announce that Her Majesty the Queen has approved the appointment of  

Revd Ruth Donegan-Cross as the next incumbent of the benefice of Holy Trinity Ward End with Bordesley Green in 

the deanery of Yardley And Solihull, Diocese of Birmingham. 

Ruth is currently a curate in the parish of St John & St Luke Bilton, Leeds. She has a background as school chaplain 

and translator, with a wealth of local church experience and passion for discipleship, evangelism, and work amongst 

families with young children. Ruth brings a love of cross-cultural experience having a degree in Chinese studies and 

living for a period in China and teaching English as a Foreign Language to both Chinese nationals and Bangladeshi 

women in inner-city Bristol. 

Bishop David says, ‘I am delighted Ruth has heard God’s call to Birmingham and joyfully accepted the clear 

discernment of the appointments group that she is the right person for the role. It is an exciting time to come and 

minister here and this benefice has a wealth of opportunities to live and share the good news of Christ amongst many 

diverse people. We are sure Ruth will be blessed as she comes, just as the communities of Ward End and Bordesley 

Green will be blessed by her presence and ministry. Please join me in praying for her in the days ahead.’ 

Ruth comments, ‘It was such a delight to meet representatives of the benefice during the selection process- I loved the 

conversations and I am so thrilled to be coming as your new incumbent. I’m sure I’m not alone in feeling that the 

future looks uncertain and daunting- but I’m confident that God goes ahead of us, and I am so looking forward to 

learning more about you and about Him as I begin this new journey with you in Ward End.’ 

Ruth is married to Guy and they have 4 adult children, John, Hamish, Toby and Anna. 

Arrangements for Ruth’s institution and start date are in discussion but she and the family are very much looking 

forward to moving as and when COVID-19 restrictions allow. Please join us all in praying for Ruth and the family in 

this transition, remembering the parish of Bilton as they prepare to say goodbye and Ward End with Bordesley Green 

as they prepare to welcome their new priest. 

ENDS 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Further information or enquiries to: The Archdeacon of Aston, The Venerable Simon Heathfield, c/o Jenny Harris, 

jennyh@cofebirmingham.com.  


