
 

 

 

 

 

 

PCC Bilton St John & St Luke  

charity number 1132843.         June 2021   

  

Dear all,  

GIVING NEWS 

At the start of this letter about our financial giving to the mission and ministry of St 

John’s and St Luke’s, we want to say thank you very much indeed to all who have 

supported the church in this way over the last year - it is greatly appreciated, 

especially in these uncertain times, and genuinely does help grow the Kingdom of 

God in our parish and beyond.  

Our reason for writing is to suggest that you might like to either review this giving, 

not least because your circumstances may have changed in the past year but 

also because, like many organisations at the moment, our church finances are 

under pressure (as things stand, we are running a deficit budget of £39,580 ; or 

prayerfully consider if you might want to join our planned giving scheme for the 1st 

time. 

To help you think about your giving, we would like to mention the following: 

 

GIVING HONOURS GOD 

In his teaching on giving in 2 Corinthians 8 & 9, St Paul tells us in Ch 8 v7 that we 

should ‘excel in this grace of giving’ as our worshipful response to all that God has 

done for us. Meanwhile in Ch. 9 v11, he tells us that our ‘generosity will result in 

thanksgiving to God’ and helps grow the kingdom (v13). 

GIFT AID. 

If you pay income tax or capital gains tax, and have not already done so, we 

invite you to complete a Gift Aid form which is enclosed with this letter.  By doing 

this, you will enable church to recover 25 pence tax for every £1 donated.   

It is your choice whether to use electronic banking, cash-in-envelope, cheque, or 

instruct your bank to set up a standing order.  When giving direct to your local 

church, you may give variable amounts and the church will recover the tax.   

If you pay income tax at higher rate, there is additional relief available by 

declaring your giving on your Self-Assessment tax return, or by asking HM Revenue 

and Customs to adjust your tax code.   

Please do tell us about any changes, of name, address, postcode, by notifying the 

church office.   If you previously completed a GiftAid declaration for a fixed 

amount, you may now wish to vary how much to give.   

If any of the above changes apply, completion of a fresh Gift Aid form would 

make our record keeping easier, and we encourage you to do this.   

If you no longer pay tax, please tell the church office.   



GIFT AID SMALL DONATIONS SCHEME. 

Current tax rules allow church to recover tax on small donations.   

• These must be anonymous, but must not exceed £30 on each occasion.  

• They can be electronic "contactless" anonymous payments.  

• They can be cash, but not multiple bank notes folded together.   

 

If you wish to give more than £30 and do pay income tax or capital gains tax, then 

please consider filling in a Gift Aid declaration.   

 

A NEW WAY OF GIVING – THE PARISH GIVING SCHEME (PGS) 

The national church and the Diocese of Leeds are encouraging people to join the 

Parish Giving Scheme as a great way to give to their local church because it is a 

much more efficient system and allows for people to index-link their giving should 

they wish to do so  – see https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/home/. It is an optional 

scheme (people can still give direct to the parish), but it allows people who are tax 

payers to give a fixed amount through the scheme to their church each month, 

and the PGS team recovers any tax that is recoverable on behalf of the church 

concerned. Our PCC has considered the scheme and given it their approval and 

it is hoped that over time, most people will migrate to the scheme as the way they 

give. PGS forms will thus be available from the office in due course.  

NB The PGS scheme is not suitable for the small number of people who like to vary 

the amount they give on a month by month basis. 

If you have any questions, please ask a member of the church finance team, 

doing so via the church office.   

Email: Church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk    Phone:  01423 565129  

 

Thank you,   

 

 

 

 

Simon Dowson, Team Rector.  

 

 

 

Andrew McHutchon, Gift Aid officer and PCC member.    
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