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Tel 01423 504571 Tel 01423 504571 
39 Franklin Road 
Harrogate 

 

Harrogate Strathspey and Reel Club 
Scottish Country Dancing 

 

Every Monday Night 19.30 - 21.30  
The season runs from September to June 

Dance Jigs, Reels and Strathspeys with a fun and 
friendly group! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come and join us, no experience needed 
It costs £3.50 per session, £39 per half year  

or £62 for the full year. 
Sandie Fagan 07824 458725 for more information 

 

  Hubert Swainson 
Funeral Services Ltd 

Private Chapels 
Distinctive personal arrangements by: 

Geoffrey Brewster Dip FD 
Tim Canavar  

 

St John’s Church Hall and St Luke’s Church 
can be hired for single occasions or for regular events. 

Contact the Church Office for more information. 
See page 19 for contact details 

Interested in 
advertising here? 

 
Our magazine reaches 

300 homes 
and is also 

on our  
Parish Website 

www.stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 
 

Contact the Church Office 
565129 

or 
Church@StJohnsandStLukes.org.uk 

for more details 

 
 
 
 
 

30 King Edwards Drive, Harrogate, HG1 4HL. 
Telephone: 01423 538445 

Opening Times: 7.30am - 5.30pm  
Monday - Saturday 

Supporting the local community 

Tel 01423 504571 
39 Franklin Road 
Harrogate 
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Parish Office Phone No: 01423 565129 
Parish Office email: church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 
For parish information including services and events  
visit Parish Website: www.stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/3176/ 
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/3216/ 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/stjohnsstlukes  
www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnsandstlukes.harrogate/ 

 

The Ministry Team 

 
 
 

 
 

Churchwardens 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Editorial Team 
 

Treasurer: Rita Nuttall 07901 523206  
Secretary: Katie Burke 

Collation: Katie Burke 569563 and team 
Editors: Jean Burton 569907 Liz Hickling  

 
Magazine email: SJSLfocus@gmail.com    

ST JOHN’S AND ST LUKE’S 
TOGETHER WHO’S WHO 

Rev Simon Dowson—Team Rector 
Tel 01423 431513 
simon.dowson@leeds.anglican.org 

Rev Andrew Patrick—Team Vicar 
Tel 01423 562128 
andrew.patrick@leeds.anglican.org 

Rev Ruth Donegan-Cross—Curate  
Tel 07588 813343 
ruth.donegan-cross@leeds.anglican.org 

St John’s 
 

Mr Nigel Thompson 
janeandnige1962@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Mrs Jane Reichert 
janereichert@hotmail.com 

St Luke’s 

 

Mrs Pat Fenton 
pafenton10@gmail.com 
 

 
Mr Pete Fenton 
goggledpete@gmail.com 

mailto:church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
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Sunday 2
nd

 10.30am Parade Service (SJ) 

cont 11.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 6-7.30pm Junior Ignite (Youth Group) (SL) 

 7-8.30pm Ignite (Youth Group) (SL) 

Monday 3
rd

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Tuesday 4
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.00am Alpha Course (SJ) 

Wednesday 5
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park  

  Community Centre 

 6.00pm Pantomime Dress Rehearsal (SJ) 

Thursday 6
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddlers)  (SL) 

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 7.00pm Pantomime Performance (SJ) 

Friday 7
th

 7.00pm Pantomime Performance (SJ) 

Saturday 8
th

 10.00am-12noon Coffee Morning in Church Hall (SJ) 

 2.00pm Pantomime Performance (SJ) 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Tuesday 25
th

 February     7.00pm          The Happiness Lab (SL) 

Saturday 9
th

 March          10.00am-12noon Coffee Morning (SJ Hall) 

Saturday 28
th

 March         9.30am-1.00pm Wedding Preparation Day (SJ) 

Weds 8
th

-Fri 10
th

 April      10.00am-12noon Smelly Yellow Welly Club 

Saturday 25
th 

April           10.00am-12noon Coffee Morning (SJ Hall) 

Sunday 26
th

 April          4.00pm  Service to Remember and Give  

          Thanks (SJ) 

Better Than Fair! 
Our local community enjoyed taking advantage of the wonderful stalls 
and refreshments at the Christmas Fair at St Luke’s on 7th December. 
New this year were the Green Team with home-made beeswax wraps, 
beautifully-decorated cotton bags, and lots of information about 
recycling.  A fun novelty was ‘Sponsor-a-Teddy’. 
 

And as always, many of us enjoyed the choice of 
quiches and salads followed by Caroline’s famous 
meringues or other mouth-watering puddings. 
 

The financial result is over £1600 towards the running 
of both churches. 
Well done everyone! 
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Rector’s letter  

Dear friends 

By the time you read this Christmas 
will be over, and we will be moving 
towards the season of Epiphany 
when we remember the visit of the 
wise men to Jesus, coming to 
worship Him with their gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. Now over 
the centuries all sorts of myths and 
legends have grown up about these 
men, not least that there were 
three of them and that they were 
called Balthasar, Melchior and 
Casper, and that they were kings.  

So it would be tempting just to say their visit is a nice addition to the 
Christmas story, but not really that significant. But to think in this way 
would be a mistake, because theirs is a vital part of the story. Why – well 
we know that they were men from the East – somewhere in modern day 
Iraq, Iran or Saudi Arabia, and that they were therefore outsiders, 
foreigners, fortune-tellers or star-gazers, suspicious non-Jewish folk with 
different beliefs - and yet, in contrast to the Jewish establishment, to 
Herod and his cronies, who were clearly out of step with God and his 
purposes, these men from the East, drawn by a star, were a sign that the 
Kingdom of God was on the move, that new life and new hope were 
coming, that the old boundaries and divisions were being swept away by 
the coming of the Prince of Peace, that the good news was for all people.  

We forget this part of the story at our peril, especially in our contemporary 
world where divisions of all sorts seem to be rearing their heads in our 
country and across the world. The beautiful and profound truth is that God 
doesn’t love Jews more than Gentiles, or Welsh people more than English, 
or straight people more than gay, or Brexiteers more than Remainers, to 
highlight but a few actual or potential fault lines we humans seem to find 
so easy to create and indeed define ourselves or others by – rather He 
loves and longs to bless all people. The magi are an unmistakable sign of 
this. 
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When the wise men met with Jesus, they worshipped him and gave him 
their gifts – and then, having been warned in a dream about Herod’s evil 
plans for Jesus, they went back by another route. But as well as going 
back by a different geographical route, I would suggest they also went 
back with their lives on a different route – they had met the one born to 
be King of the Jews, the one who would become a Saviour for all people, 
all nations, and I am sure were changed – how could they not have been? 

2000 years later we who acknowledge Jesus as our king and saviour, and 
who offer Him our worship, are also called to travel by a different route – 
a route marked by love, a route marked by seeking to see all people as of 
equal value, equally loved by God, and a route marked by a longing for 
others to come to know and experience this love for themselves. So as 
we journey through 2020, how might we 
travel this route wisely, how might we make 
this invitation?  

One way might be through prayerfully 
inviting a friend, a neighbour, a colleague, a 
family member, to one of our two Alpha 
groups where they can find out for 
themselves about the God who loves us. One 
starts on Wednesday 29th January, 7pm at St 
John’s, and the other starts on Tuesday 21st Jan at 10am, also at St 
John’s, where there will be creche facilities for any parents with young 
children – and if neither of these suit, there are plenty of other Alphas 
taking place across Harrogate this term  
– see www.alphaharrogate.org  

And as a taster event, so to speak, we’re holding a Men’s Breakfast on 
Saturday 25th January, 8am at St Luke’s, where we have a fantastic guest 
speaker, Robin Gamble, who will be talking about ‘God’s great invitation.’ 
Who could you invite to this or to one of the opening sessions of Alpha 
itself, so that they might perhaps walk by a ‘different route’ into 2020 
and beyond? 

Simon 
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Thursday 16

th

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddlers)  (SL)

cont 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Evening Surgery (SJ Office) 

Friday 17
th

  6.30-7.45pm Choir Practice (SJ) 

Saturday 18
th

 7.00pm Thank You Event for all SJ and SL  

  volunteers  (SL) 

Sunday 19
th

  8.00am Holy Communion in East End (SJ) 

 10.00am Morning Worship (SJ) 

 10.30am All Age Communion (SL)  

 4.00pm Café Church (SL) 

 6-7.30pm Junior Ignite (Youth Group) (SL) 

 7-8.30pm Ignite (Youth Group) (SL) 

Monday 20
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ)  

Tuesday 21
st

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.00am Alpha Course (SJ) 

Wednesday 22
nd

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park   

  Community Centre 

 7.30pm PCC meeting (SJ) 

Thursday 23
rd

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddlers)  (SL)

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Evening Surgery in Church Office (SJ) 

Friday 24
th

 6.30-7.45pm Choir Practice (SJ) 

Saturday 25
th

 8.00am Men’s Group Breakfast (SL) 

Sunday 26
th

 8.00am Holy Communion in East End (SJ) 

 10.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Morning Worship (SL) 

 6.00pm Friendly Football at Rossett Sports  

  Centre 

Monday 27
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Tuesday 28
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10-11.30am JAM in Church followed by coffee in  

  East End (SJ) 

Wednesday 29
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park   

  Community Centre 

 7.00pm Alpha Course (SJ) 

Thursday 30
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddlers)  (SL) 

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Evening Surgery (SJ Office) 

Friday 31
st

  6.30-7.45pm Choir Practice (SJ) 

FEBRUARY 

Sunday 2
nd

 8.00am Holy Communion in East End (SJ) 

 9.30am Parade Service (SJ) 

http://www.alphaharrogate.org
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JANUARY'S CALENDAR         

Thursday 2
nd 

9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ)  

Friday 3
rd

  3.00pm Wedding (SJ) 

Sunday 5
th

  8.00am Holy Communion in East End (SJ) 

 9.30am All Age Service (SJ) 

 10.30am All Age Service (SL) 

 11.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 6-7.30pm Junior Ignite (Youth Group) (SL) 

 7-8.30pm Ignite (Youth Group) (SL) 

Monday 6
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 7.30pm Baptism Information Session (SJ) 

Tuesday 7
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 7.30pm Finance & Buildings Committee 

  meeting (SJ) 

Wednesday 8
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park  

  Community Centre 

 12.15pm Community Lunch at Bilton  

  Community Centre 

Thursday 9
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddlers)  (SL) 

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Evening Surgery (SJ Office)  

Friday 10
th

 6.30-7.45pm Choir Practice (SJ) 

Saturday 11
th

 9.30am-4.00pm Growing Leaders Awayday  

 10.00am-12noon Coffee Morning in Church Hall (SJ) 

Sunday 12
th

 8.00am Holy Communion in East End (SJ) 

 10.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Morning Worship (SL) 

 12.15pm Baptisms (SJ) 

 6.00pm Kingdom Come Prayer Service (St 

  Aidan’s) 

Monday 13
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Tuesday 14
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10-11.30am JAM in Church followed by coffee in 

  East End (SJ) 

Wednesday 15
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park  

  Community Centre 

 12.00pm Thirst Table at Dene Park  

  Community Centre 

Thursday 16
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 
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New Bibles for St John’s 
 

Some of the Bibles at St John’s are broken or 
becoming tired and we would like to start 
replacing them and are offering you the chance 
to buy one and have it dedicated to someone. 
The cost of each Bible will be £12.50 and your 
dedication will be added to the front of the 
Bible. 
 

If you are interested in buying a Bible for St 
John’s please contact the Parish Office for more 
details.  
When we have enough sponsors to buy a box 
of 20 Bibles they will be ordered. 

 

          Songs of Praise 
 

It has become our custom at Songs of Praise events 
to put a Donation Dish by the door as people leave. 
Any money thus donated is given to charity. During 
2019 a total of £359.50 was raised. Dementia 
Forward, H.E.L.P., Martin House (Children’s) 
Hospice and St Michael’s Hospice were the 
recipients. 
 

Do join us for our 
next Songs of Praise on Saturday 25th 
January, 3-5pm in St John’s Church Hall.  
Hymn/song requests to David or myself by 
Sunday 19th January 
please. For further 
information or to ask 
for a lift, phone me on 
522828. 

 

     Linda (Williams) 
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Dick Whittington Pantomime Update  

Excitement is building as St John’s and St 
Luke’s latest pantomime offering, “Dick 
Whittington”, starts to take shape.  
Rehearsals are at St John’s every Tuesday 
evening with singing and choreography 
practices alternating with acting rehearsals. 
The former are led by Director of Music, 
Pam Else, repetiteur and show producer, 
Ruth Yarborough and choreographer, Katie 
Cole.  Acting rehearsals are under the kindly 
but firm (and very patient!) control of the 
show's writer and director, Ian Thomson-
Smith.  This production is even more 
ambitious than our previous pantomimes 
and boasts complex dance routines, demanding songs and no fewer 
than 7 changes of scene (!) but cast and crew are enthusiastically 
rising to the challenge and audiences should be rewarded with a very 
professional-feeling show indeed. 
 
The pantomime is being staged at St John’s Church, Bilton Lane on 
Thursday 6th and Friday 7th February at 7pm and on Saturday 
8th February at 2pm. Tickets are selling well but are still available 
for purchase now from the Church Office at St John’s or from St 
Luke’s (details below) and an interval ice cream is included in the 
ticket price of £8 for adults and £5 for under 16s.  
 
Everyone is welcome, whether you come to our churches or not, so 
please do join us for what promises to be an afternoon or evening of 
great fun and entertainment - an uplifting post-Christmas tonic for 
young and old alike! 
 
Ticket Office Details: 
The Church Office is open to visitors Monday - Friday (closed Thursday) 
from 9.30am to 1pm 
Telephone:  01423 565129       
Email:  church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 
 
Alternatively, tickets can be purchased from Pat Fenton at St Luke’s Church, 
Franklin Square on Sunday mornings after the main service. 
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PEOPLE 
BAPTISMS / BLESSINGS & 

THANKSGIvINGS 
 

Xander Thomas Bush 

Evie Louise Mcguire 

FUNERALS/ MEMORIALS 
We extend our sympathy to the families of those 

who have recently died: 
 

Arthur Howling 

St John’s & St Luke’s 

CHURCH OFFICE OPENING 
HOURS 

MONDAY to WEDNESDAY 9.30am 
to 1.00pm  

THURSDAY CLOSED 

FRIDAY 9.30am to 1.00pm 

TELEPHONE 565129 
(+ Answerphone) 

email -            
church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

  SUNDAY 12th January 

is Copy Date for the 

 February 2020 

edition of Focus. 

Items for inclusion to: 
SJSLfocus@gmail.com 

or leave them in the 
drawer at the back of St 

John’s Church 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Do you know of any special birthdays or anniversaries  

that we can celebrate here? 
Send us the details by 10th of the previous month for 

insertion here. 

mailto:church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
mailto:church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
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Easyfundraising 
 

Over the past year we have raised almost £450 through Easyfundraising. With 
over 4000 retailers on board ranging from Amazon to Expedia you can collect on 
everything from groceries, electronics and fashion to household utilities, insurance 
and travel and it costs you nothing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Over 4000 retailers including: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To  register visit  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/biltonstjohnandstluke/ 
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A THANK YOU EVENT  
for all our volunteers at St John’s & St Luke’s will be 
held on Saturday 18th January, 7pm at St Luke’s Church, 
to be hosted by the clergy. If you volunteer in any 
capacity ranging from cleaning the church or hall to 
helping with the children and youth ministry, from 
supporting the community lunches to being part of the 
collection counting teams, please come along. A brief 
email to the church office to let us know you are coming 
would be helpful but not essential. 
 

 
Parents or grandparents with their pre-school children are 
welcome to join our JAM session every other Tuesday at 
St John’s Church starting at 10.00 am in  
church, and then moving into the East End 
Room for more play and refreshments.   
The first meeting of the New Year will be 

          Tuesday 14th January.   
              The angels came recently! 

 
 

 
Christingles and Coffee 

 

The Children’s Society Coffee Morning was as busy as usual, with the 
addition of a dedicated team of Christingle makers putting sweets on 

cocktail sticks, ribbons on oranges, and assembling them to 
make 300 Christingles for the two services at St John’s. 
 

We  appreciated the opportunity to buy bowls of spring 
bulbs, delicious cakes, books and beautiful hand-made 
cards as well as enjoy a cuppa and a chat, and at the same 
time raise over £450 for the Children’s Society. 

 
At the Christingle services there was  a moving moment when the church 
was lit only by the candles, and we thought about the meaning of the 
Christingles, and both the effect of Jesus on our lives and of the Children’s 
Society on vulnerable youngsters. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/biltonstjohnandstluke/
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Saint Michael's is here for people who need extra 
support on top of the day-to-day care they 
receive from GPs, district nurses, hospital teams 
and nursing home staff. Without the hospice, 
these people could be left to face the complex 
issues and forgotten challenges of terminal illness 
alone. 
We care for people with a variety of terminal 
illnesses, including heart failure, respiratory 

illnesses and neurological conditions; as well as cancer. We care in 
people's homes, hospitals, care homes and at our hospice. 
 
We are a local charity that serves a population of nearly 160 000 people 
living across the Harrogate district. We are responsive to the needs of this 
community and dependent on their support for our success. We can only 
care for as many people as we have the funds to help. 
 
Currently we spend £5million a year providing local hospice care and 
training others to offer hospice standard care. Around eighty per cent of 
this work is funded by the individuals, companies, trusts and foundations 
who support us. We need your financial support to be able to continue to 
care. 
 

A number of St John’s folk have been supported and cared for at the end of 

their lives, and so our February Coffee Morning will be for the Hospice and 

in their memory. 

We remember Rhoda, Pat, Lena and Olive, giving thanks for their lives and 

witness. 

COFFEE MORNING 
St John’s Church Hall 

Saturday 8th February, 10 till 12 
Admission £1 includes drink and biscuit 

Cakes, plants, books, cards, raffle, tombola 
Supporting St Michael’s Hospice 

Do come and join us 
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Smelly Yellow Welly Club 2020 
 

Planning is now underway for SYWC 2020. For those not familiar with it, 
Welly Club is our Easter Club for primary school children, and has been 
running at St John’s for 27 years. There will be storytelling, games, crafts to 

take home and artwork to decorate the Church.  
 

The Club  runs over three mornings from 10 am until 
12 noon and is two hours of fun, laughter, friendship 
and praise. We have 80 - 100 children, with 30 or so 
teenage/young adult helpers and 40 adult helpers and 
a crèche for adult helpers’ younger children.  Those 
attending range from 1 month to 90 years. It is a 
fantastic way for all ages to come together and enjoy 
a real sense of fellowship, and a great opportunity to 
make new friends.  
 

Last year we explored the theme ‘Making disciples 
who make Jesus known,’ exploring the qualities that 
make a good disciple. 
 

If you would like to join the fun, we need helpers of all ages including 
young people (school year 10 and above) to be team leaders, and they will 
need younger helpers (school year 7-9) who we call gophers. Adult helpers 
are needed to welcome and register the children, help in crèche, help on 
craft tables, and also builders to put the artwork up. Adults who are not 
already children’s workers will require recruitment including a DBS check. 
This will take time, so the sooner people can let us know they can help the 
better.  
 

The all-important dates are Wednesday 8th, Thursday 9th and Friday (Good 
Friday) 10th of April. This is the first 
week of the school holidays. For more 
information please speak to any of the 
Welly Team who are Niki Hutchinson, 
Jane Thompson, Carol Scarisbrick, Sam 
Westwood and Helen Tennison, or you 
can email us at 
smellyyellowwellyclub@gmail.com  

mailto:smellyyellowwellyclub@gmail.com
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Eco-tips: New Year, New You 
 

 

• Make a plan  
Don’t try to change your life 
dramatically all in one go. Be realistic 
about making green changes and 
incorporate them gradually into your 
life. It’s only 1 plastic bag…said 8 
million people. 
 

• Visit the library  
Research and learn about the environment, 
understand why change is so vital. Why not 
visit your local library for all the knowledge. 
 

• Go Natural 
Choose natural fabrics to exercise in rather than highly 
engineered versions that require lots of energy to 
produce, and don’t recycle so easily. Buying high quality 
will mean you don’t have to replace fabrics as often.  
 

 
 

• Get outside 

Instead of heading for the gym next 
time you work out, take a step into the 
fresh air; running, walking and working 
outdoors have little effect on the 
environment.  

 
 

 
Don’t forget there are boxes at St John’s and St Luke’s for recycling 
batteries and printer cartridges, and for recycling biscuit and some cake 
wrappers.  Help the church as well as the environment! 
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ALPHA in Harrogate—You’re Invited 

 

You’re invited to Alpha for a time of great 
food, even better conversation and talks 
that make you think. If you want to 
explore, challenge and discuss some big 
questions about life, faith and meaning, no 
matter what you believe in, then this is for 
you. 
 www.alphaharrogate.org are running courses all across 
Harrogate, different days, different times all starting in the 
New Year. Pick up an invitation in church or visit their website 
to find out more. 


